THE 


CHRONICLE 


OF THE 


Kings of England, 


FROM THE 


NORMAN CONQUEST TO THE 
PRESENT TIME, 


as 


4 * 


Dr . 


& NEW EDITION ENLARGED, 


—  — 


' 1 
— 
—= 
LONDO?/ 
| Pri ted for VERNOR and HOOD, Poultry; 
, Newbery, St. Paul's C. urch-Vard; Darton ard Harvey, 

: Gracech rch-freet; Lackirgtons Alen and Co, 
Moorficius; and G. Cawthorue, Stra'd, 
| 5 * AS 


1799. 


THE PREFACE, 


NATHAN Ben SADDI, a ſervant of _ 


G4, of the houſe of Iſrael, to all and every 
of his readers, whether Few or Gentile, 
greeting. 

Notwithſtanding that many have taken 
in hand to write the hiſtory of England, it 
ſeemed good unto me alſo, moſt excellent rea- 
der, to ſet forth in order ſome things that 
have happened fince the conqueſt of William 
the Norman. | 

Now this I have choſen to do in the man- 
ner of our forefathers, the ancient Fewiſh 
hiſtorians, as being not only the moſt con- 
ciſe, but moſt venerable way of writing. 

Hoꝛobeit, I would not that thou fhould/t 
be offended, or take in evil part, that I 
have adventured to imitate thoſe ſublime 
originals; neither let it enter into thine 
heart, that I have done this thing in ſport, 
Ir wantonneſs of wit; for verily I abound 
A2 nat 


_ PREFACE, 


not therewith, as thou wilt undoubtedly per- 
ceive. 

Nevertheleſs, in peruſing this delectable 
hiſtory, thou wilt meet with abundant mat- 
ter both for information and amuſement, 
and peradventure alſo for inſIruttion. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, when thou readeſt 
of the fooliſh kings that have ruled the land, 
then ſhall thy ſcul be troubled, and thou 
ſhalt ſay within thyſelf, haw ſmall a portion 

* of ſenſe ſufficeth to govern a great kingdom! 
4 But when thou readeſt of the kings that 
were wiſe and great, then ſhall thy heart 
be glad, and thou ſhalt compare the paſſed 
times with the preſent, and rejoice therein, 

and laugh exceedingly, 

Moreover thou wilt find, that the end of 
the firſt was bitterneſs and ſhame, but the 
end of the laſt was glory and honour, Theſe 
ſhall be ſet up as a light unto kings in ail 
ages, but thoſe as a warning from genera 
tion to generation, 
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ven it came to paſs in the year one 

thouſand ſixty and ſix, in the month of 
September, on the eighth day of the month, 
that William of Normandy, ſurnamed the 
Baſlaid, landed in England, and pitched his 


tent in a held near the town of Hain 35. 
B Then 
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Then Harold the king, attended by all his 


nobles, came forth to meet him with a nume- 
tous army, and gave him battle, 

And it was fought from the riſing of the ſun 
even to the going down of the ſame, 

But the Lord gave up Harold into the hands 
of his enemies, and he was pierced with an ar- 
row, and his army was routed with exceeding 
great ſlaughter, 

Then William the baſtard took on him the 
royal robes, and the ſcepter, and the diadem, 
and was made king of England, and was called 


the conqueror. 


And he ſeized the coffers of king Harold; 
and the gold, and the ſilver, and the precious 
ſtones, and all che treaſures he diſtributed to his 
followers. | 

And he built a ſtrong caſtle, and he fortiſied 
it with a wall and a ditch; and it is called the 


tower of London unto this day. 


And he ſubdued the land, and ſubjetted it 
unto him; and that they might not rebel againſt 
him, he deſpoiled his ſubjects of all manner of 
zaſtruments of war, And 
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And he cauſed a ſurvey to be taken of all 
the lands in the kingdom, and how much ap- 
pertained to each perſon, which he wrote in a 
book called dooms-day book. 

And he raiſed a tribute from every one, ac- 
cording to his ſubſlance, and oppreſſed them 
greatly, 

Moreover he made a law, and cauſed it to 
be obſerved throughout the whole kingdom, 
that at the ringing of a bell, all his ſubjects, 
from the greateſt even unto the leaſt, ſhould 
extinguiſh their fires, and ſuiler no light to 
appear in their houſes upon pain af death, 

So it was called the Curfew-bell; and at 
the ſound thereof the lights were extinguiſhed, 
and our fathers ſlept in the dark. 

Theſe are the acts of William the baſtard; 
who, after he had reigned twenty and one 
years, died, and was buried in his own tomb 
at Roan in Normandy, and Rufus his fon 


reigned in his ſtead. 


5 WILLIAM RUFUS. 


OW Rufus was thirty and one years old 

when he began to reign, and he reigned 

over England twelve years and ten months, 
and his mother's name was Matilda, 

And he was a very wicked man, and his 


* 


beart was ſet to do evil continually; and he 
contemned the gods of his fathers, and believed 
not; he baniſhed alſo the prieſts, and con- 
yerted the ſacred revenues to his own uſe. 


Wherefore 
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Wherefore the Lord ſmote him with fick- 


neſs, and his ſickneſs ſeemed unto death. 

Then his heart trembled within him, and he 
repented him of his fin: and he ſent for the 
high-prieſt, and beſonght him, ſaying, 

I have done evil in the fight of the Lord, 
in ſcizing the vacant biſhopricks; wherefore 
now, I pray thee, take back the things which 
belong to the church, that it may be well 
with me, and that my ſoul may live. 

Howbeit, when the ſickneſs left him, he 
forgot all that he had promiſed, and returned 
to his evil ways. 

Nevertheleſs he was a valiant prince, and he 
fought againſt the Welch, and diſcomfited 
them, and drove them into the mountains, and 
conquered the ſouthern part of the country. 

And Malcolm alſo, king of the Scots, made 
war upon him; but he ſlew him in battle, and 
put his army to flight. 

And in theſe days were great diviſions in 
the church, and Urban the pope bethought 
himſelf how he might put an end to them; and 
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he ſent meſſengers to all the princes of Chriſt 
endom, ſaying, Behold, now, O ye Chriſtian 
princes, the in ſidels have taken the city Jeru- 
ſalem, even the city of our God; they have 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the holy land, and pro- 
faned the ſacred places: wherefore now, I 
pray ye, let us unite together, and drive them 
from the face of the carth, to the end that the 
holy city may be delivered from the pollutions 
of evil doers, and from the ſcorn of unbe- 
lievers. 

So all the Chriſtian princes united together, 
and raiſed a numerous army; and they diſlin- 
guiſhed themſelves by a red croſs, which they 
wore on the upper garment, wherefore this ex- 
pedition was called the. Cruſade; and they 
marched into Paleſline, and beſieged the holy 
city, and took it. 

And it came to paſs in hoſe days that the 
ſea overſlowed its banks, inſomuch that great 
part of the lands of earl Godwin, in Kent, were 
overwhelmed and loſt in the ſea; and the place 


is called Godwin's ſands unto this day, 


And 


And Rufus builded a great hall, the like of 
which had not been ſeen in England; the length 


thereof was two hundred and ſeventy feet, and 


the breadth thereof was ſeventy and four feet; 
and he called it Weſtminſter-hall. 

And it came to pals on a certain day, as he 
hunted in the foreſt which his father had made, 
that he was ſlain with an arrow; and his body 
was carried in a cart to the city of Wincheſter, 
and was buried there; and IIenry his brother 
reigned in his ſtead. 
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as. HENRY I. 


OW Ilenry was a learned man, and a 


prince of exceeding great wiſdom, in- 
{omuch that he was ſurnamed Beauclerk : and | 
he ſet himſelf to enact good laws, and to govern 
his people wiſely.” | 

And he reſtored to the Engliſh the privilege 
of having lights in their houſes, after the ring- | 
ing of the Curfew bell. 

And he granted a charter, whereby he con- 
f.rmed the rights of the church, and relin- 
quiſhed | 


1 
quiſhed his claim to the vacant biſhopricks; 
and he forgave all debts due to the crown, all 
offences committed before his coronation, and 
confirmed the ſtatutes of Edward the Confeſſor. 

Moreover, he ordained that the length of 
his own arm ſhould be the flandard meaſure 
throughout the kingdom, and it is called a yard 
unto this day, 

And he inſtituted the 1 court of par- 
liament, and aſſembled them together in the 
city of Saliſbury; he appointed alſo the watch. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
the lampreys that he ate, and the children that 
he begat, are they not written in the book of 
Baker the hiſtorian ? 

And Henry reigned over England thirty and 
five years, and he died, and Stephen earl of 
Boloign reigned in his ſtead. 
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Cour STEPHEN. 


ND Stephen was a goodly man, and a 

man of great valour; howbeit, as he was 

not the rightful heir, he bethought himſelf how 

he might beſt obtain the affections of the peo- 

ple: and he ſought by all manner of ways to 
pleaſe them. 

To the nobles he gave leave to build them 

forts and caſtles on their own lands; he won 


favour with the prieſts by exempting them 
from temporal authority ; the gentry he pleaſed 


with 
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with leave to hunt in his foreſts; and he pleaſed 
the people with freeing them from taxes and 
impoſitions. 

Nevertheleſs his reign was full of trouble, 
the ſword was not ſheathed, neither ceaſed he 
from war all the days of his life. 

And now the ſin of lazineſs began to pre- 
vail in the land, and the great men and the no- 
bles made unto themſelves coaches and chariots, 
and were drawn through the ſtreets of the city 
with horſes; moreover, their pride increaſed 
daily, inſomuch that in proceſs of time they 
were carried on the ſhoulders of men, and 
bluſhed not. 

And Stephen reigned over England eighteen 


years and nine months, and he died, and Henry 


Plantagenet reigned in his ſtead, 


. HENRY II. 


ND Henry was twenty and two years 

old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned over England four and thirty years and 
eight months, and his mother's name was 
Maub. 

And he choſe unto himſeli wiſe and diſcreet 
co mietlors of ſtate, he appointed learned and 
al % men to reform abc in the laws, he diſ- 
banded alſo the ſorcign army which Jus father 


had 
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hat kept, and utterly deſtroyed the caſtles and 
forts which the nobles and prelates had built in 
his reign, 

And it came to paſs, that grievous com- 
plaints were made unto the king of divers 
cruel offences and enormous crimes committed 


by the clergy, occaſioned by their being ex- 


empted in the former reign from the civil 
power, and encouraged, as was faid, by the 
connvance of Becket the high-prieſt. 

And the king aſſembled the prieſts and the 
elders together, and he ſaid unto them, Is it 
not meet that this law ſhould be aboliſhed ? and 
they anſwered him and ſaid, It is meet. 

Then Becket the high- prieſt ſtood up, and 
oppoſed the king with great haughtineſs, and 
refuſed his aſſent. 

And the wrath of the king was kindled 
againſt him, and he cauſed him to be accuſed 
of divers crimes and miſdemeanors, and he was 
condemned by the prieſts and the elders as a 
perjured man and a traitor, 


Then 
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Then Becket fled from the preſence of the 
king, and became a fugitive in the land of 
Gaul. 

And it came to paſs after ſome time, that 
the king was reconciled to Becket, and he ſent 
for him, and took him again into favour, and 
reſtored unto him all the honours that he before 
enjoyed, 

Howbeit the pride of his heart was not a jot 
abated, he burncd with choler, and caſt about 
how he might revenge himſelf of his cne- 
mies. | 

And he ſuſpended ſome, and ſome he ex- 
communicated, and became in all reſpects more 
inſolent than before. 

Then certain of the prieſts and the nobles 
came unto the king, and complained of 
Becket, ſaying, O king! the man whom 
thou forgaveſt, is now more wicked than he 
was before, his crimes are increaſed ſeven- 
fold. 

Then the king waxed exceeding wroth, and 
his countenance changed, and he cricc out, O 

| wretched 


1 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from this turbulent prieſt ? 

Now this ſaying was heard by certain of the 
king's ſervants, and they went forth privily, and 
finding the high-prieſt at the altar, they fell 
on him and flew him, and daſhed out his brains 
at the foot of the altar, and his blood flained 
the holy place. 

And the prieſts were inflamed with fury, 
and they ſent unto the pope, accuſing the king 
for the murder of Becket. 

And when the meſſengers came unto the pre- 
ſence of the pope, they bowed down with 
great reverence before him, ſaying, 

* O moſt holy father! to whom all power 
in heaven and earth is given, who art ap- 
pointed over empires and nations to bind 
© their kings in chains, and their nobles in 
© fetters of iron; behold and ſee how the boar 
© of the wood hath rooted up the vineyard of 
* the Lord of Sabaoth! If the rage of ty- 
* ranny ſhall embrue with blood the Sanctum 
« Sentiorum, what place ſhall be ſafe? Where- 


fore, 


© 
© fore, O moſt mild keeper of the walls of 


« Jeruſalem, arm all the eccleſiaſtical power 
© you may, unſheath the ſword of Peter, and 
© revenge the death of this holy martyr, whoſe 
* blood cricth out for all the church, and 
© whole divine glory is already revealed in mi- 
6 racles.'t 

And the pope was moved exccedingly, and 
he ſent unto the king, commanding him to 
purge hunſelf of the crime laid to his charge, 

And Henry proteſted his innocence, but it 
availed not: the words he had ſpoken teſtified 
againſt him, and he was compelled to expiate 
his fault by a penance at the tomb of Becket, 

Now the penance enjoined was this: he 
cloathed himſelf in woollen, and journeyed till 
he came within fight of the church wherein 
Becket was ſlain. 

Then he alighted from his horſe, and pulling 
his ſhoes from his feet, he walked barcfoot till 

he 


+ Theſe are the very words that were uſed in 
ſeveral of their addreſſes on this occaſion, 
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1 
he came to the tomb where the holy man was 
land. and he proſtrated himſelf before the ſhrine, 
and praved, and offered rich gifts, 

Norcover he uncloathed himſelf, and re- 
ceived diſcipline from the hands of the monks ; 
and they ſtrake him wich rods, that the blood 


rat from his ſhoulders, 


And the fame of Becket waxed great, and 
he was canonized, and miracles were wrought 
at his tomb. 

And of che miracles that he wrought, is it 
not recorded, how he roſe from the coffin, and 
lighted the candles at his own burial? And 
when the funeral ceremony was ended, how 
he lifted up his head, and bleſſed the people? 

He that believeth, let him believe ſtill; and 
he that doubteth, let him doubt and be 
damned. 21 

And Henry was a great prince, and he con- 
quered the kingdom of Ireland, and added it 
to is dominions. 

Nou the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
the concifkine that he kept in the bower of 


Woodſtock, 


11 
Woodſtock, and how ſhe was poiſoned by 


Eleanor the queen, are they not written in the 
book of the Chronicles of the kings of Eng- 
land ? 

And Henry ſlept with his fathers, and 
Richard his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
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RICHARD I. 


q ND it caine to paſs at the cotonation of 
Richard, that certain of the Jews preſ- 
ſing in to ſee the ceremony, were ſet upon by 


the people with great rage and fury, and many 


of them were murdered. 
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And it was rumoured abroad that the king 

had commanded that all the Jews ſhould be 
deſtroyed! and the tumult increaſed exceeding- 
ly, and the Jews were deſtroyed in ſeveral 
cities of England with terrible ſlaughter, 


And 
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And Richard the king prepared a great 
army for the holy land; and to ſupport this 
expedition, he extorted money from his ſubjetts 
by all manner of ways, and the prieſts were 
inſtructed to preach up the great merit of this 
pious undertaking, and the duty of ſupport- 
ing it. 

And he ſet fail for the holy land, with the 
richeſt and moſt powerful fleet that the Engliſh 
had ever ſeen; and he came to an anchor at 
Meſſina in Sicily, on the three and twentieth 
day of the month September. 

And Tancred the Baſtard, then king of 
Sicily, had impriſoned Joanna the filter of 
Richard, whom he had taken to wife: king 
Richard therefore aſſembled his forces together, 
aſſaulted the city, and took it. 

And in his way to Jeruſalem he conquered 
alſo the iſland of Cyprus. 

And he overcame Saladin the Turk in many 
battles, and he took from him three thouſand 
camels, and four thouſand horſes and mules : 
he took alſo the towns of Aſcalon, Joppa, and 


Cæſarea, 
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Cæſarea, and behaved in all things with ex- 
ceeding great courage, inſomuch that the glory 
{ of the king of England eclipſed the glory of 
Jall the Chriſtian princes, 

6 And it came to paſs after he returned from 
the holy land, as he fat at meat in his palace, 
word was brought unto him that Philip king 


© of France had laid ſiege to one of his towns, 


* 'Then Richard the king was exceedingly en- 
7 raged, and he ſware in his wrath he would 
not turn his face till he came to the army of 
Philip. 

And he cauſed the wall of che room where 
he was ſitting to be broken down, and he aſſem- 
bled his army together, and came up with the 
French; and the Lord fought for him, and he 
diſcomfited the army of Philip, and put them to 

flight, and he overthrew with his own hand 
F three of the moſt hardy knights of France, 
| Wherefore he took for his motto theſe words, 
Dieu & mon droit; and this device is uſed by 
the kings of England uuto this day. 
And 
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And a certain outlaw, named Robin Hood, 
infeſted the foreſt of Sherwood in thoſe days, 
inſomuch that none might paſs that way with- 
out his leave. | 

Howbeit, he was a charitable thief, giving 'Y 
unto the poor what he took from the rich; and 
the blood of man he did not ſhed. 

And Richard reigned over England nine 


years and nine months, and he was wounded 


with an arrow at the ſiege of the caſtle of 
Chalons, and the wound mortthed, and he died 
thereof, and John his brather reigned in his 


ſtead. 
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ND John came not to the crown by he- 
reditary right, he received it from the 
hands of Hubert the high-prieſt, who, in his 
oration before the aſſembly of the people, de- 
clared, that, by all reaſon, divine and human, 
none ought to ſucceed in the kingdom, but 
who ſhould be, for the worthineſs of his vir- 
tues, univerſally choſen by che people, as was 
this man. 


14 Nevertheleſs 
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Nevertheleſs his virtues are not recorded, 
neither do we read of this lis election: priad- 
venture it was a he, 1 

And it came to paſs that IIubert the high- 
prieſt died, and Grey biſhop of Norwich was 4 
elected by king John to ſucceed him. '3 

But this election was oppoſed by the pope ? 
in favour of Stephen Langton, a cardinal, 
whom when John refuſing to admit, a quarrel 
enſued betwixt the pope and the king; inſo- 
much that the whole nation was laid under an 
interdict, the king was excommunicated, his | 
ſubjetts were abſolved from their ovcdience, * 
and all divine ordinances ceaſed, the burying- 


places were ſhut up, the dead were caſt out as 
dogs, and remained unburied upon the face of 
the earth. ba 

Howbeit this ſeverity brake not the ſpirit of 4 ** 
John, nor humbled him a jot. 

And in his wrath he {yare, by the teeth of 
God, he would be revenged on the pope, and 
all that took part with lam. 
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d, Accordingly he baniſhed the biſhops from 
d. FR kingdom, and confiſcated the lands and 

2 of all the prieſts that obeyed the interditt. 
h. Now when the pope perceived the ſtubborn- 
_ ; neſs of John, and that the roaring of his bulls 
J availed not; he ſent meſſengers unto Philip the 
king of France, and they came unto the king, 
1 = they addreſſed him, ſaying : 

O Philip, thus faith the pope: As thou re- 

: gardeſt the remiſſion of thy ſins, aſſemble now 
thy army together, and drive out king John 
from the throne of England, and thou and thy 
ſons after thee ſhall poſſeſs it for ever. 
And Philip raiſed an army, and prepared 
to invade England. 
Then John was ſore troubled, and his heart 
ſmote him, and he humbled himſelf before 
Pandolphus the legate of the pope, and he took 
the crown from off lus head, and laid it at the 
* ſcet of Pandolphus. 


He reſigned alſo his kingdom unto the pope, 
and he took an oath that he and his ſucceſſors 
G {hould 
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ſhould hold it from the ſee of Rome, at the 


annual tribute of a thouſand marks of ſilver. 

Thus ended the conteſt between the tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual ſword; and John returned to 
the boſom of the church, and continued a du- 
tiful ſon all the days of his life, 

Wherefore the holy father ſupported him 
againſt his ſubjecis in all mannner of wicked- 
neſs and oppreſſion, 

And he vexed them daily with new taxes 
and impoſitions, inſomuch that the barons and 
great men of the kingdom at length made war 


againſt him, in behalf of their rights and liber. 


ties, 

Now theſe were called the barons? wars; and 
the ſword of juſtice prevailed, and they com- 
pelled the king to confirm their ancient privi- 
leges, and he ſigned a charter of rights, which 


is called Magna Charta unto this day. 


Thus wicked princes are ſometimes the in- 


firuments of good to a people whom the Lord 
loveth, 


Now 
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Now the reſt of the acts of king John, the 
* bridge that he built, and f his blaſphemy on 
the buck, are they not recorded in the book of 
Baker the hiſtorian ? 

And John reigned over England eighteen 
years and five months, and he died, and Henry 
his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


C 2 


# London bridge, which was before of wood, being 
burnt down in this reign, it was then rebuilt with 
ſtone, as it now remains. 

+ It is ſaid, that being a hunting one day, at the 
opening of a fat buck : See, ſaid he, how this deer 
hath proſpered, and how fat he isl and yet I dare ſwaie 
he ne ver heard maſs in his life. 
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>% HENRY III. 
ND Henry was nine years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned over 
England fifty and five years, and his mother's 
name was Iſabel, 

Now the acts of king Henry, and all the 
fooliſh things that he did, behoid they art 
written in the book of Speed the hiſtorian. 

He that hath patience to read, let him read. 

And Henry lived all the days of his life, 
and he died, and Edward his fon reigned in 
his ſlead, 


= =" 


Will Hil MH 


EDWARD I. 


AE the Lord pitched his tabernacle in 
the heart of king Edward, and he. be- 
came a great prince, and was called Long-ſhanks, 
And he conquered the kingdom of Wales, 
and overthrew Lewellen the king in battle, 
and flew him, and cut off his head, and crowned 
it with ivy, and ſet it upon the tower of Lon- 

don as a terror to Wales, 
And great fear came upon all Welchmen, 
and they ſubmitted themſelves unto Edward, 
> and 
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and the two nations became as one people unto 
this day, | 

And it came to paſs that Alexander king of 
Scotland died, and great contentions aroſe be- 
tween the lords Baliol and Bruce who ſhould 
be king. | 

And the matter was referred unto Edward, 
and he gave it in favour of Baliol, and Baliol 
was made king, and did homage to Edward for 
his whole kingdom. 

And Edward the king treated king Baliol 
with great haughtineſs, and ſummoned him to 
appear before him on every little complaint. 

Wherefore the anger of Baliol was kindled 
againſt him, and his heart ſwelled with indig- 
nation, and he ſought how he might ſhake off 
the yoke which galled his neck. 

And he ſent meſſengers unto the pope, and 
got himſelf abſolved from the oaths he had taken 


to king Edward, and renounced his ſove- 


reignty. 
Then Edward the king raiſed an army, and 
marched againſt him, and the Lord gave up 
Baliol 
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Baliol into the hands of his enemies, and he 
was taken priſoner, and carried to the tower of 
London. 

And Edward conquered the kingdom of 
Scotland, and ſubjected it unta him; and he 
burnt the records of the kingdom, and he 
ſeized the crown and the ſcepter, and the rega- 
ha, and brought them away : 

And the ſtone alſo which was Jacob's pillow, 
and the chair of wood which encloſed it, and 
it 15 the coronation chair unto this day. 

And Edward the king enacted divers good 
laws and uſeful ordinances ; and he laid great 
fines on many of his judges and other magiſ- 
trates for their corruption; and he raiſed from 
their crimes two hundred and thirty-ſix thou- 
ſand marks. 

He baniſhed alſo the Jews, to the numbe: 
of fifteen thouſand, and confiſcated their goods. 

And Edward reigned over England thirty 
and four years, ſeven months, and twenty 
days, and he died, and Edward his ſon reigned 
in his ſtead. 
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EDWARD II. 


OW Edward was a wicked prince, and 
did that which was evil in the fight of 

the Lord. 
And he departed from the worſhip of his 
fathers, and made unto himſelf two idols: and 
the name of the one was Gaveſton, and the 
name of the other was Spencer. 
And he ſet them up in his high places, and 
commanded them to be worſhipped, 
Howbeit 
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Howbeit certain of the nobles and great men 
of the kingdom refuſed to bow down before 
the idols which Edward the king had ſet up. 

And great tumults enſued, and the nobles 
roſe up againſt the king, and reproved him, 
faying: O king, the gods which thou haſt ſet 
up are idols, which we nor our fathers ever 
knew, neither will we worſhip. 

Moreover they plucked them down from 
their high places, and daſhed them in pieces, 
and utterly deſtroyed them, 

Nevertheleſs the king repented not, neuher 
turned he from the evil of his ways; wherefore 
they took from him the crown, and the ſcepter, 
and the royal robes, and they depoſed him 
from the government of the kingdom, after he 
had reigned over England nineteen years, fix 
months, and fifteen days; and Edward his fon 
reigned in his flead, 
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EDWARD III. 


ND Edward was fourteen years old when 

he began to reign, and he reigned over 

England fifty years, and his mother's name 
was Iſabella. 

And ſhe took upon her the government of 
the kingdom during the infancy of her ſon: 
and her heart luſted after idols, and after all the 
abominations of her huſband. 

And ſhe made unto herſelf an idol, and 


called its name Mortimer; and ſhe fell down 
before 
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before it, and worſhipped with great zeal, day 


and night, 

Howbeit when Edward the king became of 
age, he was greatly offended at the abomina- 
tions of his mother: wherefore he put her in 
priſon, and he plucked down the idol which 
ſhe had ſet up, and he hung it on a tree, even 
the tree of Tyburn. 

And Edward became a great and mighty 
king, and begat a ſon, and called him after 
his own name: moreover he was afterwards 
ſurnamed the Black Prince, and he waxed 
ſtrong and valiant, and became a mighty war- 
riour in the land. 

And he fought the battles of his father, and 
the arm of the Lord was with him; and he con- 
quered the kingdom of France, and took pri- 
ſoner the king thereof, witch his ſon and many 
of the nobles. 

And Edward the king took on him the 
ſovereignty of France, and he quartered the 


arms of the kingdom; and his ſucceſſors are 


called kings of France unto this day. 
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And the Black Prince reſtored a' ſo to his 
kingdom Peter king of Caſtile, and defeated 
his enemies, 

And his name became great over all the earth, 
and the princes thereof ſought his friendſhip, 

Howbeit, as it is written of old, The race ig 
not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong: a 
diſtemper took him, and he died in the forty and 
ſixth year of his age; and the glory of Edward 
his father from that time forth diminiſhed. 

In theſe days lived thilk grete poet, hight 
Geoffery Chaucere, the fader of Ingliſh poeſie, 
whoſe workis been ritten in rime, and imprinted 
in a boke, yclyped the workis of maiſter Geoffery 
Chaucere: and he ſmothed the tongue of his con- 
trie, and his fame is woxen grete in the lond. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Edward, 
and the noble order of the garter that he inſti. 
tuted, behold they are written in the book of 
Alhmole the herald. 

And Edward reigned over England fifty 
years, and he died, and Richard his grandſon 
reigned in his ſtead. | 
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RICHARD II. 


AE Richard was a wicked prince, and 
did that which was evil in the fight of 
the Lord, oppreſſing the people, and 9525 
them with grievous impoſitions. 

And he laid a tax on the heads of all his 
ſubjects, from fifteen years old and upwards, 
of what ſex or condition ſoever, which was 
called the poll-tax, and it was collected with 
great ſtrictneſs and ſeverity. 

And it came to paſs, that one of the tax- 
gatherers came to the houſe of a certain tyler 

at 
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at the town of Dartford in Kent, commonly 
called Wat the tyler, and demanded the tax for 
one of his daughters, 

And Wat the tyler ſaid. unto him, Nay, 
verily, but thou ſhouldſt not demand the tax of 
my daughter, for the maiden is not yet fifteen 


years old. 


Howbeit the tax-gatherer believed not the- 


words of her father, for the virgin was fair and 
comely to look on. 

Wherefore he ſtooped down, and put his hand 
beneath the garments of the maiden, to ſee if 
peradventure the ſigns of her womanhood might 
not appear; and he diſcovered her nakedneſs. 

And the virgin was covered with ſhame, in- 
ſomuch that ſhe ſpake not a word. 

But the impudence of the thing incenſed her 
father, and his indignation kindled againſt the 
officer; and he had a hammer in his hand, with 
which he ſtrake him on the head, that his brains 
came out, 

And immediately a great tumult aroſe, and 
all the people defended the action of Wat the 


tyler, 
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tyler, and praiſed his courage: moteover they 
choſe him for their captain, and determined to 
aboliſh the tax. 

And they marched in a body, and encamped 
on Black-Heath, and he was joined there by 
Jack Straw, and their number increaſed to an 
hundred thouſand men. 

And a certain prieſt, named Ball, was chap- 
lain to the army, and he preached to the mul- 
titude from theſe words; 

When Adam dalve and Eve ſpan, 
Who was then a gentleman? 

From hence he taught them that all men 

were born equal, that it was never the deſign 


of heaven that one part of mankind ſhould be 


the ſlaves and vaſſals of the other; and, there- 
fore, exhorted them to deſtroy the nobility, the 
clergy, the magiſtrates, and all who pretended 
to lord it over them. 

With theſe pious reſolutions they marched 
to London, and encamped on Tower-Hill, 
plundering and burning the houſes of all whom 
they thought their enemies. 

And 
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And they ſet fire to the Temple, and burnt | 
'and deſtroyed the writings of all the lawyers: 


they burned alſo the palace and all the rich fur- 
niture of the duke of Lancaſter in the Savoy. 

And they dragged from the churches and 
from the altars many who had fled for refuge, 
and flew them in the ſtreets, 

And they flrake off the head of Simon 
Sudbury, archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Hales 
the high treaſurer, and many more on Tower- 
Hill. 

Then the king ſent meſſengers unto them, 
deſiring to know what they would have: and 
Wat the tyler demanded to ſpeak with the king 
in perſon. 

Then Richard the king, attended by many 
of bis nobles, and the mayor and the aldermen 
of London, went forth to meet him, and they 
met him in Smithfield, 


And he behaved with great arrogance; and 


his demands were ſo extravagant that the king 
knew not what anſwer to make unto him. 
Moreover 
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Moreover he commanded the ſquire who 
held the ſword of the king to deliver it to him: 
howbeit the ſquire took courage, and refuſed to 
deliver it, ſaying, The ſword of a king would 
ill become the hand of a knave. 

Now Wat the tyler was vexed at this ſay- 
ing, and he advanced with his ſword to lay the 
{quire, 

Then William Walworth, the mayor of 
London, was exceedingly enraged at the inſo- 
lence of the tyler, and he ſtepped forth, and 
{mote him with a dagger that he died; where- 
fore the dagger was added to the arms of the 
city. 

Thus ended the inſurreftion of Wat Tyler 
and Jack Straw; and all the rabble returned 
each to his own houſe. | 

And Richard the king made unto himſelf 
idols, as Edward the Second his predeceſſor had 
done: and the thing which he did diſpleaſed 
the people, and they took the crown from off 
his head, and put it on the head of Henry 
duke of Lancaſter, the fon of John of Gaunt, 


* 


__ K 2 


Dec 
„ HENRY IV. 


ND Henry was thirty and three years 


old when he began to reign, and he 


reigned over England thirteen years, five 


months, and one and twenty days. 

And he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lord, as moſt of his fathers had done, 

Howbeit he made an act for burning of he- 
reticks; and they that could not believe as the 
church commanded, were tied to a ſtake till the 
flames conſumed them: and for this he was 
called by the prieſts and the monks, the writers 
of that time, a pious and religious prince, 

And he was ſeized with an apoplexy, and he 
died, and Henry his ſon geigned in his ſtead. 
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ND Henry was a valiant prince, and & 
great warrior, 

And he laid claim to the crown of France, 
and marched into the kingdom with an army 
of thirty thouſand men, taking the town of 
Harfleur, with many other ſtrong towns. 

And he defeated the French army at the 
battle of Agincourt, and ſlew to the number of 
ſixty thouſand men. And the Lord fought 
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for him, and the whole kingdom was given inte 
his hands, and he appointed John duke of Bed- 
ford the regent thereof. 

And it came to paſs that the doctrines of 
Wicklifle the preacher, who had been con- 
demned by the church as an heretick, began now 
to ſpread over England, and prevailed much. 

And the tenets he taught were theſe: That 
the bread and wine in the ſacrament of the 
altar, ſtil] continued to be bread and wine after 
the conſecration of the prieſt; that the worſhip 


of images was idolatry and a great fin; that | 


pilgrimages, penances, and confeſſions to the 
prieſts, were not at all neceſſary to ſalvation, 
but only a good life. 

Now theſe were eſteemed deteſtable doc- 
trines, and damnable hereſies. 

And great fear came upon all priefls, leſt 
the eyes of the people ſhould be opened, and 
their craft expoſed: wherefore they beſought 
the king that he would join with them in extir- 
pating out of the land all who ſhould teach or 
profeſs theſe dangerous truths, 

And 
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And Sir John Oldcaſtle, lord Cobham, a 
man of virtue and great reputation, with Sir 
Robert Acton, and many others, were hanged 
and burnt in Smichfield for profeſſing the ſame, 

Thus truth was defeated, and ignorance 
again prevailed in the land; the prieſts and the 
Levites triumphed, and the minds of the peo- 
ple were cloathed in darkneſs, and fed with 
error. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the 
books of the chronicles of the kings of Eng- 
land ? 

And Henry reigned over England thirty 
and four years, and he died, and IIenry lus 
ſon reigned in his ſtead, 
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4 HENRY VI. 


A Henry was eight months old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned over 
England thirty and nine years, and his mother's 
name was Catherine. 

And in him was fulfilled what was written 
of old, Woe to that nation whoſe king is a 
child: for he proved a weak and unfortunate 
prince, loſing by his miſconduct all that Henry 
his father had won. 

And m theſe days there appeared a falſe pro- 
Pheteſs, pamed Joan of Arc; and ſhe called 

_— herſelf 
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herſelf the maid of God, and pretended to be 
ſent from heaven to deliver the kingdom of 
France from the Engliſh yoke, 

And ſhe wrought miracles, and performed 
many wondrous things, g 

She raiſed alſo the ſiege of Orleans, and de- 
feated the Engliſh wherever ſhe came, inſomuch 
that the French helieved her to be conducted by 
the finger of God; but the Engliſh thought 
her ſent from the devil, and the ſoldiers began 
to be terrified at her preſence. 

Howbeit, ſhe was at length taken by the 
the Engliſh at the city of Roan in Normandy ; 
and ſhe was convitted of witchcraft, and they 
burnt her there, that it might be fulfilled which 
was ſpoken by the prophet, Thou fhait not 
ſuffer a witch to live. 

In this reign began the cruel war betwixt 
the two houſes of York and Lancaſter, where 
brother fought with brother, the father againſt 
his ſon. and the ſon againſt his father, till the 
rivers flowed with the blood thereof, and rage 


and ſlaughter made defglate the land. 
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At length Edward Plantagenet, duke of 
York, having overthrown the king in many 
battles, and taken him priſoner, depoſed him 
from the government, and was crowned king 


of England, 
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EDWARD IVS.ꝝ © © 


- A D Edward was nineteen years old 
3 
py 


witen he came to the crown, and he was 


tall and well favoured, and of an exceeding 
graceful preſence, 


* Moreover he was a prince of great courage 

and wiſdom, and he ſet himſelf to enatt good 

. laws, and to reform the abuſes in his govern- 
1 ment, 

: And he fate in the court of juſtice three 


days himſelf, that he might be a witneſs how 


his laws were executed. 


And 
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And many more good qualities had Edward; 
howbeit he luſted after women exceedingly, 
and he was a gallant prince, and young and 
handſome to look on, wherefore the hearts of 
the ladies were in his hand. 

And it came to paſs that Matthew Shore, a 
gold{mith in London, had taken to wife the 
moſt beautiful virgin in all the city. 

And the fame of her beauty reached the ears 
of the king, and he diſguiſed himſelf az a mer- 
chant, and went to the houſe of Shore, pre- 
tending to buy jewels, 

And when he ſaw how excecding fair ſhe 
was, even beyond what fame had reported unto 
him, his heart was ſmitten with love, and he 
burned to enjoy her. 

Wherefore he diſcovered himſelf, and took 
her home to his bed, and ſhe lived in adultery 
with him all the days of his life. 

In his reign was born Thomas Parr, of the 
county of Salop, who lived during the reign of 
ten kings, even to the days of king Charles I. 
when he died, being an hundred fifty and two 


years old, Moreover 
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Moreover he did penance for the ſin of for- 


| nication at the age of an hundred years, 

And Edward reigned twenty and three 
8 years, and he died, and was buried in his own 
tomb at Windſor, and Edward his ſon reigned 
in his lead 
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EDWARD V. 


1 Edward was eleven years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned over 
England nine weeks and three days, and was 
murdered in the tower by his uncle Richard, 
che crooked duke of Glouceſter. 
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RICHARD III. 
AC Richard took on him the govern- 
ment of the kingdom, and ſet the crown 

upon his own head. 

And in order to clear his way to the throne, 
and ſecure to himſelf the poſſeſſion thereof, 
he murdered all who ſtood in his way, 

Wherefore the anger of the Lord was kin- 
dled againſt him, and he ſmote him by the hand 
of Henry earl of Richmond, of the houſe of 
York, and he died in the field of battle, even 
Buſworth field. 
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Thus ended the war betwixt the two honſes 
of York and Lancaſter, after twelve pitched 
battles had been fought, in which there were 
ſlain two kings, one prince, ten dukes, two 
marquiſſes, twenty-one earls, twenty-ſeven 
lords, two viſcounts, one lord prior, one judge, 
one hundred and thirty-three knights, four 
hundred and forty-one eſquires, and eighty- 
four thouſand nine hundred ninety and eight 
private ſoldiers. 

And they took the crown from the head of 
king Richard, and put it on the head of Henry 
earl of Richmond: and all the army ſhouted 
for joy, and they cried out, Long live "= 
Henry the Seventh, 

And the body of Richard was found in * 
field of battle, and they laid it on a horſe, and 
brought it to the city of Leiceſler, and it was 
buried there, and Henry of Richmond reigned 
in his ſtead, 
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HENRY VII. 


OW Henry was a wiſe and politick 
prince, and he ſet himſelf, by all man- 
ner of ways, to ſecure the throne to hunſelf 
and his ſucceſſors for ever, 

And he extorted from his ſubjects great ſums 
of money, and filled his coffers, and the whole 
ſtudy of his life was to heap up riches, 

To this end he made uſe of two men, and 
the name of the one was Empſon, 2nd the name 
of the other 


And 


1 
And he gave them power and authority to N 
plunder and oppreſs his ſubjects; and they ex- 11 


erciſed all manner of injuſtice upon them, ac- 
cuſing the innocent of crimes, and amercing N 
and ſining them in great ſums without trial, con- 

verting law and juſtice into rapine and cruelty, j 

Now whether it were out of an afieftation : 
of ſtate and grandeur, or peradventure that he 
feared ſome ſudden attempt upon his perſon, ; 
(for he was not beloved of the people,) he ap- | 
pointed a band of tall men to attend him, called 
the yeomen of the guard, which all the kings 
of England ſince have kept unto this day. 

And in his reign there aroſe two impoſtors, 
one after the other, laying claim to the crown 
of England. 

And the name of the one was Simnel, a 
baker's fon; and the name of the other was 
Perkin Warbeck ; each pretending to be Ri- 
chard duke of York, brother to king Edward 5 
the Fifth. 

How beit the firſt wasguicky ſuppreſſed, and, 
after having been crc Dubin, had 
the honour to be mia Wturnſpit, 
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As to the other, after many honours done 
him in the courts of France, Spain, and Scot- 
land, as a prince of the royal blood, he was at 
laſt advanced to the pinnacle of Ty burn. 

And in theſe days a ſtrange diſeaſe aroſe, 
and was called the tweating ſickneſs; and it 
continued for the ſpace of a month, and ſwept 
away great numbers. 

But woe unto you whoremongers, adulte- 
rers, and fornicators, and woe unto you harlots 
and ftreet-walkers, that lie in wait for prey, and 
ſpread your nets in every corner; for a diſeaſe 
* hath ſtricken ye through the reins, and the 
heat of your luſts ſhall burn ye up. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, and 
the magnificent chapel that he built, are they 
not written in the book of Bacon the hiſtorian ? 

And Henry reigned over England twenty 
and three years, and eight months, and he 
died, and Henry his ſon reigned in his Read, 
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HENRY VIII. 


ND Henry was eighteen years old when 

he began to reign, and he reigned over 

England thirty and eight years, and his mo- 
ther's name was Elizabeth. 

And he gat the love of his ſubjefts in the 
beginning of his reign by cauſing to be exe- 
cuted as traitors and oppreſſors, thoſe wicked 
inſtruments of his father, Empſon and Dudley, 

Moreover he won faxgur in their eyes, by 
ſpending among 
lumptuous feaſt 


ſhows, and 


ures which 


had 
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had been drained from them, and hoarded up 
in the coffers of his father. 
And in theſe days the iniquity of the pope- 


dom was arrived at its full height, infomuch 
that indulgences for all manner of crimes were 
publickly fold for money; and all kinds of 
people, how vile and protligate ſoever, were pro- 
miſed everlaſting happineſs on purchaſing them. 

Now the impiety of theſe things provoked 
the indignation of Martin Luther, and he ex- 
poſed the abſurdity of them in many books, 
Moreover he cenſured the uſurpation of the 
pope, and made a mock of his authority. 

Then Henry the king, in the zeal of his 
heart, wrote an anſwer to Martin Luther, de- 
fending the pope; and from henceforth he and 
his ſucceſſors are honoured with the title of 
Defender of the Faith, 

Howbeit he afterwards threw off the pope's 
authority, and departed from many of the 
errors of the church of Rome. 

Wherefore of the pope was 
levelled agazf was excommuni- 


cated 
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cated; his ſubjects alſo were abſolved from 
their obedience, and all the princes of Europe 
were excited to make war upon him, 

But Henry was beloved at home, and feared 
abroad; wherefore the thunder of the pope was 
deſpiſed, peither was he terrified with all the 
fiery bolts of his wrath, 

And Henry made unto himſelf a great idol, 
the likeneſs of which was not in heaven above, 
nor in the earth beneats, And he reared up 
his head unto the clouds, and extended his arm 
over all the land. 

His legs alſo were as the poſls of a gate, or 
as an arch ſtretched forth over the doors of all 
the publick offices in the land; and whoſoever 


went out, or whoſoever came in, paſſed be- 


neath, and with idolatrous reverence lift up their 
eyes, and kiſſed the cheeks of the poſlern, 
And all the people, both ſmall and great, fell 
down before him and worſhipped; for they 
feared his power, 
Prieſis alſo and bi 
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him water to 


e towel. 
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Howbeit he fell down from the pinnacle of 


his greatneſs, and was daſhed in pieces even as 
a potter's veſſel, Wherefore let him that ſtand- 
eth, take heed leſt he fall, 

And Henry was a gracious king, but a ty- 
rannical huſband, 

And he took unto himſelf fix wives, but 
they pleaſed him not; wherefore he accufed 
them of incontinence and divers crimes, and 
put them away, Moreover he beheaded ſome, 
and ſome he put in priſon, and he dealt cruelly 
with them, 

And it came to pafs, when a certain prieſt 
in one of his ſermons defended the king in 
this matter, that all the women of the town 
roſe up againſt him, and they ſtoned him with 
ſlones, and drove him from amongſt them. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the 
books of the chronicles of the kings of Eng- 
land ? 

And Henry waa * of great parts and 
iy eite very far 

* into 


much experienc | 


CO 


into hidden things; yea, ſo great was the opi- 
nion of his capacity, that the meaſure of his 
abilities is preſerved in the tower of London 
unto this day; and it behoveth all men to hum- 
ble themſelves before him, and confeſs his ſu- 
perior greatneſs. 

And Henry ſlept with his fathers, and Ed- 
ward his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


EDWARD VI. 4 


„ lad Edward was nine years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned over 
England ſix years and five months. 

And he was a pious prince, and he loved the 
truth, and promoted the reformation which 
Henry his father had begun. 

Howbeit he was cut off as a flower in its bud, 
or as a roſe in the morning ſun: his days alſo 
were as a ſpan, and the years of his reign as a 
ſhadow that paſleth, away; but his memory 
{melleth ſweet ft 


And 
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And he appointed for his ſucceſſor the lady 
Jane Grey, and ſhe was proclaimed queen; 
but the party of Mary prevailing, Jane was 
beheaded in the Tower of London, and Mary 
her filter reigned in her ſtead, 


ND Mary adhered to the church of 

Rome, and ſhe revived the errors there- 

of, and reſtorcd all the ancient forms and fooliſh 
Ceremonics. 

Moreover ſhe was of a cruel nature, and 


ſhe perſecuted unto death all who oppoſed her 
doctrines, and her reign ſtinketh of blood unto 
this day. 

Old men and children, young men and 
maidens, they alſo e ſuck, with the in- 


1 


fant at the breaſt, ſhe burned at the ſtake; and 
the fire of perſecution was not quenched all the 
days of her life: 

But the vengeance of the Lord overtook 
her, and ſhe was torn from the face of the 
earth as a bramble that choaketh the held, and 
her name 1s an abomination, 

And from the time that ſhe was crowned, to 
the day which the Lord ſmote her with ſickneſs, 


was five years and four months, and ſhe died, 


and Elizabeth her ſiſter reigned in her ſtead, 
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old when ſhe began to reign, and ſhe 
reigned over England forty and four years, 
four months, and ſeven days, and her mother's 


1 Elizabeth was twenty and five years 


name was Anna Bullen. ö 
And ſhe was endowed with wiſdom from \ 
above, and the ſpirit of the Almighty gave her \j 


underſtanding; ſhe chofe unto herſelf wife and "Iv 
able miniſters; ſhe hearkened unto their coun- 
ſels, and ſhe governed hex kingdom with power 

and great glory, | 


The 


[ 68 


The ſca alſo was ſubjeft unto her, and ſhe F 


reigned on the ocean with a mighty hand. 

Her admirals compaſſed the world about, 
and brought her home treaſures from the utter- 
molt parts of the earth. 

The glory of England ſhe advanced to its 
height, and all the princes of the earth ſought 
her love; her love was fixed on the happineſs 
of her people, and would not be divided. 

The zra of learning was alſo in her reign, 
and the genius of wit ſhone bright in the land, 

Spenſer and Shakeſpear, Verulam and Sid- 
ney, Raleigh and Drake, adorned her court, 
and made her reign immortal, 

And woe unto you Spaniards; woe unto 
you, ye haughty uſurpers of the American 
ſeas; for at the lightning of her eyes ye were 
deſtroyed, and at the breath of her mouth ye 
were ſcattered abroad; ſhe came upon your ar- 
mada as a whirlwind, and as a tempeſt of thun- 
der ſhe overwhelmed you in the ſea. 

Wiſdom and ſtrength were in her right hand, 
and in her left wer nd wealth, 


She 
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She ſpake, and it was war; ſhe waved her 
hand, and the nations dwelt in peace. 


Her miniſters were juſt, her counſellors were 


. ' ſage, her captains were bold, and her maids 


of honour ate beef-ſteaks for breakfaſt. 

Now the reſt of the acts of queen Eliza- 
beth, and all the glorious things that ſhe did, 
are they not written in the books of the chro- 
nicles of the kings of England? 

And Elizabeth ſlept with her fathers, and 
ſhe was a virgin; ſhe taſted not of man, nei- 
ther ſubjected ſhe herſelf unto him all the days 
of her life. 

And ſhe was buried in the chapel of king 
Henry the Seventh, and James of Scotland 
reigned in her ſtead, 


JAMES I. 
A ND Jamie thought him{cIf a bonny king, 


and a mickle wiſe mon, Howbcit he 
was a fool and a pedant, 

But the ſpirit of flattery went forth in the 
land, and the great men and the biſhops of- 
fered incenſe unto him, ſaying, 

O moſt /acrcd king! Thou art wiſcr than 
the children of men! thou ſpeakeſt by the ſpirit 
of God! there has been none equal to thee be- 
fore thee, neither will anv ariſe after thee like 
unto thee, 
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Thus they abuſed him daily with lying and 


fulſome adulation. 

And the ear of James was tickled therewith, 
and he was puffed up, and he thought himſelf 
wiſe: whereupon he began to diſpute with the 
doctors, and to decide controverſies, and to 
write books; and the world was undeceived, 

Howbeit a new tranſlation of the bible was 
ſet on foot in his reign, and it was executed 
with great care and exatineſs, and the ſame is 
read by the people unto this day, 

In this reign alſo the two kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Scotland were united together, and he 
gave unto them the name of Great Britain; 
and the two nations became as one people. 

Moreover he iſſued a proclamation to en- 
force the act of uniformity ; and of ten thou- 
ſand pious miniſters that diſpenſed the word, 
but forty and nine were found that did not 
conform. 

And the forty and nine who had conſciences 
were ſuſpended; but the nine thouſand fifty 
and one, who had 
as faithful miniſt 


4 


ſcience, were continued 


word, And 


EW 1 


And it came to paſs in the third year of his 
reign, that the pope and the devil laid their heads 
together, and contrived a moſt grievous plot. 

And the pope ſaid unto the devil, Where- 
with ſhall we deſtroy him? And the devil ſaid 
unto the pope, I will do it with gunpowder, 

Howbeit the wiſdom of James was greater 
than the wiſdom of the pope and the devil, and 
he ſmelled out their plot, and prevented it. 

And James was glad that he was alive, there- 
fore he appointed the fifth day of the month 
November as a day of thankſgiving for ever. 
And bonkres are made, and ſquibs and crackers 
are let off in the ſtreets, in detiſion of the 
devil and his gunpowder plot unto this day. 

Now James the king was of a ſociable and 
loving nature, and he could not be without a 
boſom friend, with whom he might communi- 
cate his zaternos ſenfus, and upon whoſe ſhoul- 
ders he might ſometimes lay a burthen which 
he was not willing to bear himſelf. 

Wherefore he caſt an eye of favour upon 
Sir Robert Carr, a ge an of Scotland, of 
ſuch 
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ſuch exquiſite beauty, and ſo delicate a compo- 
ſure of body, as if nature had framed him on 
purpoſe to be a king's favourite. 

And the king loved him, and he pleaſed the 
king; nor was any man partaker of the royal 
influence like unto him; all matters of grace 
and favour paſſing from the king by him, inſo- 
much that the queen was jealous. 

Moreover it came to paſs, that on Eaſter 
Monday, in the year 1611, for his great ſer- 
vice done unto the king, he was created Viſcount 
Rocheſter; on the two and twentieth of April 
1612, he was ſworn a privy counſellor; on 
the fourth of November 1613, he was created 
Earl of Somerſet; and on the tenth of July 
following, he was made lord chamberlain ; fo 
true is that ſaying, 


Improbe amor, quid non mortalia pectora cogis ? 


But this ſunſhine of fortune laſted not long. 
Whether the king grew weary of him, as not 
being ſo agreeable as when he was firſt taken 


the machinations of the 
jealous 


into fayour, or wh 
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jealous queen wrought his deſtruction, we can- 
not ſay ; but being ſuſpetted of contriving tli- 
death of Sir Thomas Overbury by poiſon, he 
was arraigned and condemned for the ſame; 
and though, through the clemency of the king, 
his life was ſpared, he was never after ſuffered 
to ſee the king's face, nor to come near his court, 

Howbeit the king could not be long without 
an alter idem; wherefore he took unto himſelf 
a beautiful youth, named George Villiers; and 
he loaded him with honours, and uſed him in all 
reſpects like unto the other. 

And James believed himſelf a great king, 
and conceived high notions of the royal prero- 
gative; inſomuch that he looked upon the par- 
liament as a troubleſome and unneceſſary thing ; 
and thought it extremely hard, that ſo great a 
king ſhould be bound by the laws of the land, 
or his coronation oath, or that he ſhould be 
obliged to call a parliament to make laws, when 


he might do it alone by his abſolute power. 


Moreover he approved the book of Doftor 
Blackwood, which * as a principle, 


4 that 


11 


that the Engliſh were all ſlaves by reaſon of the 


Norman conqueſt, 

With theſe notions he poiſoned himſelf and 
his ſon, and laid the foundation of thoſe troubles 
which ended in the ruin of his family. 

And it came to paſs in theſe days, that a cer- 
tain impoſtor, named Richard Hadock, pretend- 
ed to preach in his fleep, in ſuch ſort, that 
though he were called aloud, or ſtirred and 
pulled by the hands or feet, yet he ſeemed not 
to hear or to feel. 

And he continued to do this in the preſence 
of many perſons who reſorted to hear him; in- 
ſomuch that in a ſhort time his fame was ſpread 
through the land by the name of the fleeprng 
preacher, and many were brought to believe 
that theſe his mighty preachings were by inſpi- 
ration from heaven. 


Tantum religio potuit ſuadere foolorum ! 


But the king diſcovered the cheat, and com- 


manded him in all places to declare himſelf an 


* 
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imp. tor. 


Howbeit the race of reverend ſleepers con- 
tinue, and infeſt the land with large long: la- 
boured volumes of heavy and ſomniferous lum- 
ber unto this day, 

And it came to paſs in the ſeventeenth year 
of the reign of king James, that the wife of 
his boſom fell ſick, and her ſickneſs was unto 
death, 

Then James the king was ſore troubled, and 
he put on ſackcloth and bewailed himſelf; 
and ſo great was his ſorrow, that he ſpake not, 
neither did he eat for many days. 

Howbeit he was a wiſe man, and he ſaid 
within himſelf, Why ſhould I be any longer 
troubled, or why ſhould my ſpirit be ſunk 
within me? Our tears avail not to the dead, 
neither do they hear our cries. 

Sorrow dimneth the eyes, and grief withereth 
the countenance, but the ſmile of a friend re- 
viveth the heart, 

So the king aroſe, and waſhed himſelf, and 


did eat bread, 
9 Now 
-, 
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Now the reſt of the acts of king James, and 
his wiſdom, and his learning, and all the books 
that he wrote, behold thou mayeſt find them in 
the chandlers {hops unto this day, 

And James ſlept with his fathers, after he 
had reigned over England twenty and two years, 


and Charles his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


N 


| 
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| 
| 


F 1 
bY CHARLES I. 85 
2 + ND Charles was twenty and five vears 
4 old when he began to reign, and he 
5 reigned over England twenty and two vears, 
T: and ten months, and his mother's name was 

A Anne. 


And he was a pious and religious prince, 
and wrote many godly books; hymns alſo and 


prayers, and ſundry med:tations were the works 


of his hands. 

Howbeit he did that which was evil in the 
ſight of the Lord, in following the ſteps of his 
father, and aſpiring to abſgſpte power. 

* And 
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And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againſt him, and he cauſed a ſpirit of diſcontent 
to. go forth among the people, and they came 
unto the king and beſought him, ſaying : 

Moſt gracious ſovereign! incline thine ears, 
we beſeech thee, unto the voice of thy people, 
and let their cry come unto thee: behold we 
are a free people, we and our fathers have been 
free men unto this day, 

Wherefore now then are we oppreſſed with 
arbitrary power, with forced loans, with ton- 
nage and poundage, with ſhip-money, and with 
divers taxes impoſed on us without the autho- 
rity of parliament ? 

Wherefore is the yoke of bondage laid upon 
us ? a yoke which we nor our fathers were able 
to bear, 

Howbeit this remonſtrance pleaſed not the 
king, neither was he moved therewith, except 
unto wrath; moreover he diſſolved the parlia- 
ment, and continued in his evil ways. 

Then the anger of the people waxed great, 
and they ſaid amongſt themſelves, The king 1s 

1 4 ill 
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ill adviſed, his counſellors are naught ; let us re- 


move the wicked from before the king, and his 
throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs. 

So they accuſed Villiers, Duke of Bucking- 
ham, who was the king's prime favourite and 
chief miniſter, of divers crimes and miſdemca- 
nors; namely, That he engroſſed into his hands 
by evil means a great number of offices and ein- 
ployments, ſome whereof could hardly be exe- 
cuted by a ſingle perſon : That he favoured and 
promoted the worſhip of Rome: That he neg- 
lected to guard the ſeas and protect the mer- 
chants: That he conſtrained ſeveral perſons to 
purchaſe titles of honour, particularly the Lord 
Robartes of Truro, whom he inforced to pay 
ten thouſand pounds for the title of baron: That 
he procured to his kindred and allies, and other 
unworthy perſons, many titles and honours 
without their having done the ſtate any ſervice: 
With divers notorious crimes and heinous of- 


* 


fences. 
Wherefore they moſt humbly beſought the 
king, even for his own honour, and the honour 


of 
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of Almighty God, for the ſafety and welfare of 
his kingdom, and for the love which as a kind 
father he bore unto his people, that he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to remove this perſon from ac- 
ceſs to his ſacred preſence, and that he would 
not balance this one man with all theſe things: 
proteſting, that until this great man was removed 
from intermeddling with the affairs of ſtate, they 
were out of all hopes of any good ſucceſs. 

Nevertheleſs their petition was rejected. 

Moreover the king was exceeding wroth, and 
he commanded the petition to be conſumed with 
fire, and all the copies thereof to be deltroyed. 
And he protected his favourite from the pub- 
lick rage. 

Howbeit he eſcaped not the hand of juſtice: 
for the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 
him, and he ſtirred up the zeal of Felton the 
licutenant, who ſmote him to the heart that he 
dicd, | 

And it came to paſs in theſe days, that 
great troubles aroſe in England on account of 
religion; many being ſmitten with the tinſel 

D5 beauties 


1 
beauties of the church of Rome, went a whor- 
ing after her gods, and gave up their hearts unto 
the luſts thereof. | : 

And foraſmuch as many tokens of his love 
appeared, it was thought that Laud the arch- 
biſhop was corrupted by her fornications. that 
he had bowed the knee unto her idols. and luſted 
in his heart after her abominations. 

Certain it is, he was very punctual in ob- 
ſerving all the ſuperſtitious geltures, the bowings, 
the waſhings, the veſtments, and all the painted 
ornaments in which the ſcarlet whore delighieth. 

And he drew many after him, and occaſioned 
much trouble in che land, and much nonſenſe, 
and many trifling diſputes. 

Moreover he was ſuſpected of debauching 
the king into this lewd amour, and impoſing 
on his royal affections with the paint and patches 
of this inveigling harlot. Wherefore the peo- 
ple roſe up againſt Laud, and in the fury of 
their zeal they put him to death, 

Now theſe things were done that it might be 


fulhlled which was ſpoken by the prophet, 
Bleſſed 


© 


Bleſſed is he that watcheth and keepeth his gar- 
ments, leſt he walk naked and they ſee his ſhame. 

And it came to paſs that the whole kingdom 
was poſſeſſed by two evil ſpirits, the ſpirit of 
prelacy and the ſpirit of fanaticiſm. And the 
two ſpirits ſtrove together with great fury, and 
the land was involved in blood and confuſion, 

Howbeit the ſpirit of fanaticiſm prevailed, 
and the king was diſcomfited and taken priſo- 
ner, and committed to the priſon of Cariſbrook 
callle in the Iſle of Wight. 

Then Charles lift up his voice unto the 
Lord, ſaying, Judge me, O God, and plead 
my cauſe againſt an ungodly nation, 

Mine enemies have purſued and overtaken 
me, but do thou deliver me out of the hand of 
the wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous 
and cruel men: deliver me in thy righteouſneſs, 
and cauſe me to eſcape; incline thine ear unto 
me and ſave me, 

Calt me not off in the time of old age, for- 


ſake me not when my ſtrength faileth, 
D 6 Mine 
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Mine enemies ſpeak evil againſt me, and 
they that lay wait for my ſoul take counſel to- 
gether, ſaying, God hath forſaken him, let us 
perſecute and take him, for there is none to de- 
hver him. 

But let them be confounded and conſumed 
that are adverſaries to my ſoul, let them be co- 
vered with reproach and diſhonour that ſeek my 
hurt. 

Howbeit the prayer of Charles availed not, 
he was delivered up into the hands of his ene- 
mies; and they ercctcd a new court of juſtice 
for the trial of the king, and they brought an 
accuſation againſt him, ſaying, 

He hath endeavoured to deſtroy the rights 
and liberties of the people, and to rule with an 
unlimited and tyrannical power; for which end 
he hath levied war againſt the parliament of Eng- 
land and the people thereof, and hath been the 
cauſe of all the blood which hath been ſhed in 
the land, 

Now Charles denied the juriſdiction of this 
court, and demanded to know by what authority 
he 


[ % 1 


he was brought before them, or by what law of 
England he could be tried, But they anſwered 
him not a word, 

Howbeit a ſolemn faſt was appointed, to ſeek 
the Lord, and beg his direction in the murder 
of the king. 

Moreover an inſpired virgin was brought out 
of Hertfordſhire, who pretended a revelation 
from heaven to encourage the ſaints in their 
pious work, 

So they proceeded to this trial, and con- 
demned him as a tyrant, traitor, murderer, and 
a publick enemy to the commonwealth of Eng- 
land, to be put to death by ſevering his head 
from his body. 

Moreover, during che time of his trial, the 
head of his cane fell off, and no man knew why ; 
wherefore it was thought the cane propheſied of 
what ſhould come to paſs, 

And they treated him with great inſolence, 
ſpitting upon him, and puffing tobacco in his 
face, which they knew was hateful unto him, 

Howbeit 
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Howbeit he bore with patience their inſults, 
neither opened he his lips againſt them, 

And on the goth day of the firſt month, 
which 1s called January, a ſcaffold was built 
before the gates of his own palace, and he was 
brought thereon, and his head was cut off, and 
ſhowed unto the people, And ſome rejoiced, 
but many ſuppreſſed the groans which they 
durſt not utter, 


US, 
THE COMMONWEALTH. 


N it came to paſs after the death of king 
_ Charles, that the Commons paſſed an act 
for annulling the Houſe of Lords, and aboliſh- 
ing the regal power as uſeleſs, burthenſome, 
and dangerous; and the government of Eng- 
land was changed into a Commonwealth. 

And the Duke of Hamilton, the Earl of 
Holland, the Lord Capel, and many others, 
who had been of the king's party, were put to 
death. | 

Moreover it was enacted, that all who poſ- 
ſelled any publick poſt, ſhould take out freſh 
grants, and new oaths, to qualify themſelves for 
holding the ſame, 

This grand alteration in the government oc- 
caſioned alſo many others. The oaths of alle- 
giance and ſupremacy were aboliſhed: juſtice 
was no longer adminiſtered in the king's name, 
but in the names of the keepers of the liberties 


of England: A new council of ſlate, conſiſting 
of 
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of thirty-nine perſons, was choſen for the admi- 
niſtration of publick affairs under the parlia- 
ment: New money was coined, and a new 
great ſeal was made; on one fide of which was 
ſeen the parliament ſitting, with this inſcription, 
The great ſeal of the parliament of the com- 
monzwealth of England, on the other ſide the 
arms of England and Ireland with theſe words, 
The firſt year of freedom by God's blefſing 
reflored, And this ſeal was committed to a 
certain number of perſons, who were ſtiled 
Keepers of the liberties of Great Britain, 

Many alſo were the changes that were made 
in religion, Epiſcopacy was aboliſhed, the 
common prayer deſpiſed; canting and hypo- 
criſy, and doing all kinds of wickedneſs in the 
name of the Lord, were the ſigns of grace; and 
every one worſhipped God after the fooliſhneſs 
of his own heart. 

Howbeit the ſon of king Charles, who had 
fled beyond the ſeas, was invited into Scotland, 
where he was proclaimed king; and he raiſed 
an army of eighteen thouſand men, and marched 

k into 
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into England to the city of Worceſter, and en- 
camped there. 

And Cromwell with an army of thirty thou- 
ſand men purſued him to the gates of the city, 
where he pitched his tents, and prepared to give 
him battle, 

Now Cromwell was a valiant man, and his 
ambition was great; and behold he was tempted 
of the devil to fell himſelf unto him, on con- 
dition that he ſhould have ſucceſs in all his un- 
dertakings for twenty and one years, 

But the devil is a cheat and a har from the 
beginning; and it ſhall come to paſs, that who- 
ſoever putteth his truſt in him ſhall be deceived, 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

At ſome diſtance from the army of Crom- 
well was a very thick wood, in the middle of 
of which the devil appointed Cromwell to meet 
him, and io ſign the contract. 

And it came to paſs on the third day of the 
month September, early in the morning, that 
Cromwell aroſe from his bed, and took with 
him one of his ſtouteſi captains, whoſe name was 


Lindſey, and they entered the wood, 
, Howbeit 
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Howbeit the heart of Lindſey was ſeized 
with terror, his hair ſtood up, he turned * 
and his joints knocked together: 

And he ſpake unto Cromwell, ſaying, Be- 
hold now mine heart is ſmitten with dread, my 
ſpirit faileth, and I am even as a dead man, 
yet I know not for why, 

And Cromwell upbraided him with cowar- 
dice, and ſaid unto him, Fear not, come on. 

But Lindſey the captain anſwered and ſaid, 
Thou knowelt 1 am no coward; yet verily, 
verily, I ſay unto thee, my joints at this time 
are frozen with terror and aſtoniſhment, inſo- 
much, that it is impoſſible for me to ſtir a ſlep. 

Then Cromwell ſaid unto him, Stand ſtill, 
and attend to what thou ſeeſt. And he went 
a few paces from him, and lo, the devil roſe up 
before him in the likeneſs of an ancient man, 
with a roll of parchment in his hand, 

His horns were in his pocket, his tail alſo 
and his hoof were concealed beneath his gar- 
ment; wherefore Lindſey the captain reſumed 
his courage, and he liſtened unto them with great 
altention, 


And 
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And Cromwell faid unto the devil, Satan, 
why haſt thou deceived me? The contract J 
made was for one and twenty years, and behold 
thou haſt drawn it for ſeven. 

And the devil ſaid unto Cromwell, Seven 
vears is the utmoll that I can allow unto thee, 
take it or leave it. 

Then the anger of Cromwell was kindled 
againſt the devil, and he ſpake unto him with 
great ſierceneſs, ſaying, Fourteen years thou 
ſhalt allow me; deny it if thou dareſt, 

Howbcit the devil was obſtinate, and they 
ſcolded together with great fury; and the devil 
ſaid unto Cromwell, If thou hkeſt not the bar- 
gain, another ſhall have it, 

But Cromwell ſnatching the parchment 
from his hand, ſigned the contract for ſeven 
vears; whereupon the devil in a cloud of ſmoke 
and ſulphur vaniſhed from his ſight, 

Then Cromwell returned to Lindſey in tri- 
umph, ſaying, The battle is our own; let us 
engage this day, for the devil hath given them 


into mine hand. 


But 
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But the heart of Lindſey was ſmitten within 
him, and he ſſed from the preſence of Crom- 
well, and he rode day and night till he came 
to the houſe of a certain prieſt, whoſe name 
was Thorowgood, unto whom he told all that 
he had ſeen, 

Moreover he propheſied, ſaying, Mine eyes 
have ſeen it, the hand of death is upon him, 
and at the end of ſeven years he ſhall ſurely die. 

And Thorowgood the prieſt was a man of 
great faith, and he believed the tale, and he 
cauſed it to be written in a book, and the book 
is preſerved unto this day. Yet I would not 
that thou ſhouldeſt look for it, leſt peradven- 
ture 1t ſhould be hard to find. 

And Cromwell returned to his army, and 
he drew them up in battle array, and he aſ- 
faulted the city and took it; and the army of 
the king was diſcomtited, and many were lain 
by the edge of the ſword, 

Nevertheleſs he fell not into the hands of his 
enemies, neither was he taken in their ſnares: 
He was beſet with dangers round about, but 
the hand of the Lord condutted him in ſafety, 

And 
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And it came to paſs that he was purſued 
into the middle of a wood called Boſcobel, and 
he got up into a tree and concealed himſelf, that 
his purſuers paſſed by, and ſaw him not. 

And the tree is called the royal oak unto 
this day. 

In a barn alſo he hid himſelf; two days and 
two nights concealed he himſelf from the rage 
of his enemies; ſtraw only was his bed, and 
he was fed by the hand of a poor woman with 
buttermilk and bread, 

Moreover he {tripped off his royal robes, 
and diſguiſed himſelf in poor array ; his hands 
alſo and his face he dyed with walnuts; a 
hempen ſhirt was next his ſkin, and his out- 
ward garment was a leathern doublet: in the 
night alſo he fled; in the darkneſs of the night 
he eſcaped. 

And he walked from the going down of the 
ſun even till the morning-ſtar appeared, inſo- 
much that his feet were galled with blood. 

Many other diſguiſes put he on, and many 
other perils did he encounter; now on A 
miller's 
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miller's horſe with duſty bags, and now before 
a country dame on horſeback ; till at laſt arriv- 
ing at the ſea- ſide, he eſcaped to France in a 
{mall veſſel belonging to a poor fiſherman, 

Mean time the power of Cromwell encreaſ- 
ed, and his glory grew unto the height; inſo- 
much that he ſet himſelf at the head of the 
Commonwealth, and was called the Protector 
thereof, 
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OLIVER CROMWELL, 


PROTECTOR, 


OW Cromwell was a valiant man, but 

a great hypocrite; and he humoured the 

times, pretending to piety, and to conſult the 
Lord in all his doings. 

Howbeit his character is doubtful, whether 


he was a righteous man or a rogue; neither is 


it determined by which appellation to call him 
unto this day: Peradventure he was a mixture 


of both, 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who ſpeak evil of him fay, that he . 


ſet up himſelf as an idol, and made the very : 
ſtreets of London like unto the valley of Hin- 
nom, by burning the bowels of men as a facri- 
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fice to his Molockſlup: that his pretence was“ 11 


freedom for all men, and that by the help of 3 
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that pretence he made all men his ſlaves, ſetting 
up himſelf above all that were ever called ſove- 
reign in England: that he ſummoned parlia- 
ments with a word of his pen, and diſperſed 
them again with the breath of his mouth: that 
he took arms againſt taxes of ſcarce two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds a-year, and raiſed them 
himſelf to above two millions: that, under the 
pretence of reforming religion, he robbed it | 
even to the ſkin, and then expoſed it naked to N 
the rage of all ſects and hereſies: that he fought 
againſt the king under a commiſſion for him, 
and then took him forcibly out of the hands of 
thoſe for whom he had conquered him, and 
butchered him in the open face of all the whole 
world, with as little ſhame az conſcience or 
humanity, 
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Thus he is made a monſter of baſeneſs, in- 
graticude, hypocriſy, rebellion and uſurpation. 

How beit there are others who defend him; 
ſaying, He was an illuſtrious warrior, a great 
politician, a man of the moſt conſummate pru- 
dence, and who had the art of making himſelf 
both feared and refpetted : that if his govern- 
ment be compared with thoſe of the two laſt 
kings, there will appear a very great diſparity 
with regard to the glory and reputation of the 
Engliſh nation: that he made himſelf equally 
dreaded by France and Spain, and the United 
Provinces, who all courted his friendſhip with 
ſuch ardour, that they may be ſaid to have cringed 
to him beyond what was becoming: that if his 
mubition led him to aggrandize himſelf, it alſo 
led him to advance the glory of the Engliſh 
name, and the terror of their arms, even to the 
puch of Roman greatneſs : that as to his morals, 


he was guiliy of few of the vices to which men 


are commonly addicted : gluttony, drunken- 
neſs, gaming, luxury, and avarice, were crimes 
with which he was never reproached: and as to 
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his religion, his principle was, to leave every 
man at liberty, and to perſecute no one on that 
account: In hne, that by his great capacity, 
and uncommon abilities, he raiſed himſelf to the 


ſupreme dignity, ſupported himſelf in it with I 
great glory, and dying in peace, bequeathed it 


to his poſterity, 

And now behold, he that was a monſler is 
become an hero! Wherefore, gentle reader, 
out of the two charatters here given, thou 
mayeſt form ſuch a one as ſeemeth belt in thine 
eyes, and call him Oliver Cromwell. 

And it came to paſs on the third day of the 
month September, the day on which he had 
ſigned the Devil's contract, that day his life was 
required of him; that it might be ful filled 
which was ſpoken by Lindſey the prophet, 
The hand of death is upon him, and at the 
end of feven years he ſhall ſurely die. 

Now the reſt of the acts of this ruler, and 
the ſurprizing things that he did, behold they 
are written in the hooks of the chronicles of the 


kings of England, 
And 
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And Cromwell ſlept with his fathers, and 
was buried in the chapel of Henry the Se- 
venth, and Richard his ſon was protector in 
his ftcad. 
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RICHARD CROMWEILI, 


PROTECTOR, 


ND it came to paſs that the man Richard 


was preſently found to be incapable of 


the reins of government : he had neither capa- 
city to manage, judgment to guide, nor reſo- 
lution to hold them; wherefore the parliament 
took from him the protectorſhip, and depoled 
him from the government, 

And now the Commonwealth was left to 
dive at random, the government being ſome- 
times adminiſtered by a council of officers, and 
ſometimes by a thing called a committee of ſafety, 
and great confuſion enſued in the land, 

And there dwelt a man in the northern part 
of the iſland, which is called Scotland, whoſe 
name was Monk : moreover he was the gover- 
nor thereof, and a great warrior, 

Now this man, taking advantage of the 
public diſtractions, aſſembled an army, and 
marched to London, declaring for a refforation 
of the king. 

And 
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And the people were terrified at his pre- 
ſence, or peradventure they were weary with 
perpetual changes and commotions; wherefore 
they agreed to his propoſals, and ſent meſſen- 
gers unto the king, who was then in Holland, 
deſiring his return. 

And it came to paſ; on the 29th day of the 
fifth month, which 1s called May, that the 
king was conducted in great ſtate to his palace 
at Whitehall, and all the people ſhouted, ſay- 
ing, Long live the king, 
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CHARLES II. 


OW as many enormous crimes had been 


committed by men of all degrees, inſo- 
much that it was. apprehended great numbers, 
not thinking themſelves ſafe, would depart out 
of the land; the firſt thing that the king ſet 
himſelf to do was to publiſh an act of indem- 
nity. 

Howbeit, he excepted ont of it forty and'nine 
perſons, who had been principally concerned 
in the murder of his father. Nevertheleſs only 
ten of them were executed, 


And 
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And the king repealed all laws that had been 


made in favour of a popular government 
moreover he reſtored the ancient diſcipline of 
the church, and replaced the biſhops in their 
former dignity and juriſdiction. 

About this time an inſurrection happened in 
London, ſet on foot by a ſmall remnant of en- 
thuſaſts, not more than fifty, in order to deſ- 
troy all the monarchies of the eartn. 

Theſe mad religioniſts were called fifth mo- 
narchy men, who by reading the prophecies of 
Daniel, and the revelations of John, had per- 
ſuaded themſelves that the time of our Saviour's 
viſible reign on earth was come; and there- 
fore it was their duty to take up arms for king 
Jesus againſt the powers of the world, and 
that no weapon formed againſt them ſhould 
proſper, but that one ſhould chaſe a thouſand, 
and two put ten thouſand to flight, 

In confidence of this prophecy being ful. 
filled, they declared that they would riſe up 
againſt the carnal, and poſleſs the gate of the 
world; that they would never ſheath the ſword 

r 4 till 
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till Babylon {as they called monarchy) ſhould 
become a hiſſing and a curſe, and there were 
left neither remnant, ſon, nor nephew: And 
that when they had led captivity captive in 
England, they would then go into France, 
Spain, and Germany, and bind their kings in 
chains, and their nobles in fetters of iion. 

Howbeit theſe miſerable men were deluded, 
being cut off in the city by the edge of the 
ſword; even by the train-bands of the City Were 
they deſtroyed, | 

Now it came to paſs that Charles gave a 
looſe to his appetites, and indulged bimſelf in 
all manner of delights; and he ſent forth his 
pimps and his nobles throughout all the land to 
ſearch for the molt beautiful women that could 
be found. 

And they miniſtered unto the king accord- 
ing to his wiſhes: One brought him eyes that 
melted with a dying ſoftneſs, another lips that 
ſeemed to ſay come kiſs me: this brought him 
ſnowy breaſts whoſe heaving foftneſs ſwelled 

with 
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with love, and that a ſhape whoſe wanton mo- 
tions ſeemed to promiſe bliſs luxuriant. 

Now the king was pleaſed therewith, and he 
was enamoured of them all; and he put forth 
his ſcepter unto them, and the land was filled 
with royal baſtards, 

Moreover the nation taking example from 
the court, ran headlong into all manner of li- 
centiouſneſs and immorality. And having ſeen 
in the former reign all kinds of wickedneſs 
commutted under the maſk of piety, the leaſt 
appearance thereof was now thought hypocriſy. 

All the wit of the nation was turned to the 
ridicule of religion and morality. The ſtage 
became a ſchool of debauchery; and even the 
pulpit, fearing to be too grave for the times, 
abounded with wit: And whereas before, they 
uſed to ſeek the Lord, and implore his direction 
even in the moſt trifling affairs, it was now 
deemed almoſt ſuperſtitious to believe in him. 

Howbeit the religion of the king, ſays a 
noble * author, was that which is vulgarly, 

F5 though 
E The duke of Buckingham. 
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though unjuſtly, called none at all, namely 
deiſm. 

But the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againſt the king and againſt the people of Eng- 
land, and he ſmote the land with a dreadful 
peſlilence, infomuch that there died in one yerr 
upwards of fixty and ſeven thouſand perſons, 
Moreover in the following year a terrible fire 
fell on the city of London, which in four 
days time conſumed the greateſt part thereof. 

Nevertheleſs theſe judgments made no im- 
preſſion on the ſpirit of Charles, who abandoned 
himſelf to his pleaſures, and was cartied away 
ſo violently by his luſts, that his whole time 
and his treaſures were ſpent amongſt harlots ; 
and all matters relating to the government of 
his kingdoms were left unto the management 
of his brother the duke of York. 

And Charles was guided by bis brother in ail 
things, inſomuch that the people murmured 
greatly, Wherefore Killigrew the jeſter re- 
ported unto the courtiers, ſaying, The king 1s 
very ill, and hath got a ſore nole, 


Then 
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Then went the courtiers in unto the king 
and condoled with him, ſaying, We are ſorry 
to hear your majeſty hath got a ſore noſe. 
Whereat the king marvelled greatly, afking 
who told them ſo? And they anſwered and 
ſaid, Killigrew told us. 

Then the king ſent meſſengers unto Killt- 
grew, commanding him to come before him: 
and when he was come, the king ſaid unto him, 
Why faideſt thou, Killigrew, that I had got 
a ſore noſe? And Killigrew anſwered and ſaid, 
I concluded it muſt be fore, becauſe your ma- 
jelly hath been led ſo long by it. 

Howbeit the king liked not the jeſt ; moreover 
he reproved his jeſter very ſeverely. And (whe- 
ther it was thought that majeſty was too ſerious a 
thing to be laughed at, leſt peradventure it ſhould 
be made ridiculous; or that it was of too dan- 
gerous example, as it might ſometimes ſet the 
whole nation a laughing at the king's expence; 
but) from that day no jeſter hath been kept in 
the king's court, only plain and ſolemn fools, 
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Now the reſt of the acts of king Charles the 


Second, and his wit, and his gallantries, and 
all his intrigues, behold thou mayeſt find dhein 
in bawdy novels unto this day. 

And Charles ſlept with his fathers, after he 
had reigned over England from the time of his 
reſtoration twenty and four years, eight months 


and nine days, and James his brother reigned 


in his ſtead, 
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JAMES II. /© ©: 


OW James was a worſhipper of the 
church of Rome he bowed the knce 
unto her 1dols, and went a whoring after all her 
abominations: her bowings, her waſhings, her 
ſprinklings, her holy veſtments, her incenſe, 
ber ointments, her abſolutions, her maſſes, her 
croſſes, her idols, her miracles, her lies. 
Moreover he was a zealous bigot to al} the 
abſurd and fooliſh tenets which the cunning 
of her priefls have invented to delude the igno- 
rant and enllave the mighty, 


Nevertheleſs 
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Nevert!:cleſs, when he aſcended the throne 
of England, he made a ſpeech to the people, 
declaring he would ſupport the conſtitution 
both in church and ſlate, as it was by law eſta- 
bliſhed. | 

Howbeit he afterwards thought fit to att 
contrary to this declaration in every inſtance 
peradventure he made it with a mental reſerva- 
tion for that very purpoſe. 

And it came to paſs, that the Lord ſtirred 
up the heart of the duke of Monmouth, and he 
rebelled againſt him, and entered the land with 
an army ; but he was defeated and taken priſo- 
ner, and his head was ſmitten off on Tower- 
Hill. | 

Many of his ſoldiers alſo were taken, inſo- 
much that the priſons of the weſt were filled 
therewith, 

And Jeffries the judge was appointed to 
try them: and behold it was judgment with- 
out mercy; he looked on them, and they were 
condemned; he opened his lips, and it was 
death unto them, 

Yea, 
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Ven, fo great was his cruelty, that when 
their eves rolled in the agonies of death, then 
he mocked ; and when their legs quivered in 
the air, then he ſent for muſic, and called it 
dancing. Wherefore let his name periſh from 
the face of the earth, and let all his generation 
be hanged by the neck. 

But woe unto thee, O Kirk! woe unto 
thee thou barbarous inſulter of wronged 
mnocence! let thy fin be deteſted in all ages, 
and let thy name be accurſed from generation 
to generation! for behold thou haſt done ini- 
quity in the ſight of the Lord, the cry of thine 
abomination 15 gone up unto heaven; and 1t 
ſuall come to pals, that whoſoever heareth thy 
tale ſhall curſe thee, 

Now 


+ Major-general Kirk was appointed to attend on 
J-Fries in this bloody bufineſs with a troop of ſol- 
diers, to keep the people in awe, who hanged ſeve- 
ral by his own authority, without any trial. It 
was not poſlible for the king to find in the whole 
kingdom two men more deſtitute of religion, honour 
and humanity. They were two cruel ard mercilefs 
tygers, that delighted in blood. RAIN. 
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Now the thing which he did was this: 


It came to paſs in the town of Taunton, that 


he had condemned an ancient man unto death, 
and he was to be executed on the ſign- poſt of 
the houſe where Kirk was fitting, 

Then came the daughter of the poor old 
man, a lovely maiden; her cheeks were waſhed 
with tears as a roſe in the morning-dew, and 
the look of her cye was innocence diſtreſſed, 
And ſhe threw herſelf at his feet, and em- 
braced his knees for ſome time in ſilent grief, 
and in the utmoſt agony of heart, 

At length, when words could find a paſſage, 
ſhe lift up her eyes, {hill dropping with tears, 
and beſought him, ſaying, 

O, fave my father! let not his grey hairs be 
diſhonoured with a violent death! Alas! he is 
an old man, and hath not many days to live; 
ſuffer him to go down to the grave in peace, 
that my ſoul may bleſs thee, 

Then Kirk commanded the virgin to ariſe, 


and he looked on her, and his heart was ſmitten 
with her beautics, inſomuch that he burned to 


enjoy 
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enjoy her. And he ſpake unto the maiden, 
ing. Behold now the life of thy father is 
in mine hand, and I can do unto him whatſo- 
ever ſcemeth good in mine eyes: howbeit, thy 
beaiity hath ſoftened mine heart: if, therefore 
thou wilt hearken unto my voice that I may 
enjoy thee, I ſwear unto thee his life ſhall be 
faf-, not a hair of his head ſhall be in danger. 

Then fell the maiden down at his feet, and 
bedewed the ground with her tears, and her 
an guiſh was very great; and ſhe ſaid unto him, 
O take my life, my life I will give for my fa- 
ther's willingly ; but let not my lord deſire this 
thing, do not this evil unto thine handmaid. 
Alas! I am a poor virgin, mine innocence 1s 
mine only portion, I am beſides my father's 
only child, and his heart is fond of me, he hath 
no other; and if I do this thing, what benefit 
hall I have of his life ? for behold he will die 
with ſorrow. 

And her tears flowed fo faſt, that ſhe could 
ſpeak no more; and ſhe continued with her 


face towards the ground weeping. 


But 
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But the heart of Kirk was hardened, and 
his ſoul was ſet in him to do evil; and he ſpake 
unto the virgin, ſaying, If thou do not in- 
ſtantly comply, thy father dieth; nay, I will 
hang him up before thy face, and thine eyes 
ſhall behold his agonies; and he ſeemed to be 
going. 

Then the damſel caught hold of the ſkirt of 
his garment, and ſhe wept bitterly; and ſo 
moving was her grief, that it would have melted 
any human heart, And ſhe cried out, Kill 
not my father! O let me ſpeak! I cannot fee 
him die, indeed I cannot, Here grief once 
more ſtopt up her voice, and for ſome time ſhe 
could not ſpeak or weep; at length, lifting up 
her eyes, Forgive me, heaven, ſhe cried; fa- 
ther, forgive me; I will ſave thy life, but I 
will not ſurvive mine honour, 


So ſhe yielded unto him, and was undone, 
For no ſooner had he ſatiated himſelf with her 
ruined innocence, than he brought her to the 
window, and with an inſulting ſmile ſhowed 
her her father hanging on the ſign- poſt. 

Transfixt 
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Transfixt with grief and horror, ſhe ſuddenly 


cried out My father! O, my father! 
what have I done Then the funk upon 
the ground ſpeechleſs and without motion : but 
If, unhappily for her, returned: ſhe awaked 
fim her trance all wild and diſtracted, nor did 
ker ſenſes ever return to her any more. 

Many other cruelties did they commit, and 
many other barbarities; inſomuch that the land 
ſtunk of blood, and che face of the earth looked 
dreadful with the quarters of men, which they 
har 3-d up in every place, as a terror to all that 
ſhould oppoſe the meaſures of this violent and 
bigotted prince. 

But it came to paſs that James was fo eager 
in his advances to popery and arbitrary power, 
that the great men and the nobles, and all the 
people, were alarmed at his proceedings: 
wherefore they ſent over meſſengers privily 
unto William the Prince of Orange, who had 
married the king's daughter, defiring his aſſiſ- 
tance to preſerve the religion and the liberties 
of che people. 


Then 
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Then William raiſed an army, and came over 
to Engiand; and great fear came upon James 
becauſe of his miſdoings. Wherefore James 
fled from the preſence of William, and became 
a fugitive all the days of his life, 

Moreover his throne was declared vacant, 
and Willtam his ſon-in-law reigned in his ſtead, 
This is the grand revolution, this is the epocha 


of Engliih freedom. 


| 


WILLIAM III. 


ND William was called the dehverer, in 

as much as by him the land was deli- 

ered from popery and arbitrary power. and 

the hberties of the people, both civil and reli- 

gious, were ſettled and eſtabliſhed upon a new 

foundation: the prerogatives of the crown were 

limited. and the rights of the ſubject were aſ- 
certained, 

For the lords and the commons of England, 
on the day that they offered him the crown, 
explained alſo the conditions on which he mult 
accept it, ſay ing, 

Tho. 
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Thou ſhalt not ſuſpend or diſpenſe with laws, 
or the execution of laws, by royal authority, 
without conſent of parliament, it is illegal. 

Thou ſhalt not levy money for the uſe of the 
crown, by pretence of prerogative, it is illegal, 

Thou ſhalt not infringe the right of the ſub. 
jects to petition the king, neither ſhalt thou 
perſecute or commit any one for ſuch petition- 
ing, it is illegal. 

Thou ſhalt not keep a ſtanding army within 
the kingdom in time of peace, unleſs it be with 
conſent of parliament, it is illegal. 

The election of members of parliament fhall 
be free; and no freedom of ſpeech and debate 
in parliament ſhall be impeached or queſtioned 
in any place or court out of parliament, 

Exceſſive bail ſhall not be required, nor ex- 
ceſſive fines impoſed, nor cruel and unuſual 
puniſhments inflicted, 

Furors ſhall beduly impannelled and returned: 

And finally, for redreſs of all grievances, and 


for the amending, ſtrengthening and preſerving 
of the laws, parliaments ſhall frequently be held. 
4 And 
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And we the people of England do claim, 
demand, and inſiſt upon all theſe things as our 
undoubted rights and liberties. 

And William was a wiſe prince, and he 
ruled the kingdom with power and great glory; 
howbeit he had many oppoſitions, and it was 
with great trouble that he managed the haughty 
ſpirits of che Engliſh, 

Moreover he made war upon the French, 
and he led on his armies himſelf; and the hand 
of the Lord was with him, and he di ſcomfited 
them by land and by ſea in many battles. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king William, 
his courage at the Boyne, the grand alliance 
that he made, the projects that he formed, and 
the battles that he fought, behold they are 
written in the books of the chronicles of the 
kings of England. 

And William reigned over England thir- 
teen years and one month, and he died; and 


Anne his ſiſter-in- law reigned in his ſlead. 
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ANNE. 


OW Anne was thirty and ſeven year: 
old when ſhe began to reign; and fhe 
reigned over England twelve years and five 
months, | 
And ſhe purſued the meaſures which Wil- 
liam her predeceſſor had begun, in order to 
oblige king Lewis of France to recall his grand- 
ton Philip, whom he had ſeated on the throne 


of Spain, and to place that crown on the h:ad 


of Charles, the emperor Leopold's ſecond ton. 
Wherefore 
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Wherefore war was declared by the confe- 
d-rate powers of England, Holland, and Ger- 
many, againſt France and againſt Spain; and 
Marlborough the general was made commander 
their armies; and he marched into Flanders, 
and encamped there. 

And the arm of the Lord was with him, 
and he was mighty in battle, and he defeated 
the French whereſoever he came: In all the 
battles that he fought he conquered; and waat- 
ſocver town he beſieged, it ſurrendered unto 
him. 

Let Ramillies confeſs the wonders of his cou- 
rage, let the ſiege of Liſle proclaim his con- 
duct; Blenheim ſhall ſpeak aloud the glory of 
bis arms, and Oudenarde declare his invincible 
proweſs; Tournay alſo ſhall remember him for 
ever, and bloody Malplaquet ſhall tremble at 
his name, 

And great fear came upon all Frenchmen, 
and upon Lewis their king; wherefore he 
ſought unto queen Anne for peace, and in an 
cuil hour ſhe hearkened unto him: A ſhameful 


G peace 
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peace was concluded at Utrecht, and the con. 
queſts of Marlborough were made in vain, 

Now it came to pals in theſe days, that the 
land was divided between two famous giants! 
and the name of the one was Whiganza, and 
the name of the other was Toribundos. And 
there was enmity between the partizans of 
Whiganza, and the partizans of Toribundos, 
inſomuch that they ſpake of each other with 
great bitterneſs and many reproaches, 

And the giant Toribundos ſent forth an evil 
ſpirit in the ſhape of a prieſt, and he called his 
name Sacheverel; and when he was ſtrongly 
poſſeſſed, he would rave of Falſe Brethren, 
of Evil Communication, of Paſſive Obedience, 
of Non- Reſiſtance, and many other abſurdities. 

Now the party of Toribundos adored him as 
a god; many pictures of him were taken, and 
prints of his face were diſperſed in every cor- 
ner; yea, ſo worthily was he diſtinguiſhed, 
that the very piſs-pots of the land diſplayed his 
countenance at their bottoms, and ſhowers of 


honour were daily pourcd upon him, 
Many 
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Many hardy champions alſo enliſted them- 
ſelves beneath his banners, and fought his battles 
with a deſperate and zealous fury. 

Howbeit there aroſe from the tribe of Whig- 
anza, a valiant hero whoſe name was Benjamin; 
and he buckled on him the ſhield of reaſon, 
and graſping in his hand the ſword of truth, he 
marched into the hoſt of Toribundos, and the 
whole army fled from before him, or fell by 
his hand: yea, ſo totally were they defeated, 
that they turned not again unto this day, 

Now the reſt of the acts of queen Anne, and 
all her glorious conqueſts; her piety alſo to the 
clergy, and the fifty churches that ſhe built, 
behold, if thou livelt to ſee them, thou mayelt 
dic an old man. 

And Anne flept with her fathers, and was 
buried in the chapel of Henry the Seventh, 
and George of Hanover reigned in her ſtead. 


GEORGE I. 


ND George was fifty and fix years old 

when he began to reign, and he reigned 

over England twelve years and ten months, 
and his mother's name was Sophia. 

Now it came to paſs that the ſon of king 
James the Second, who had been abroad fince 
his father's abdication, attempted to ſet himſelf 
on the throne of Great Britain. 

And there were great commotions in the 
land, and the ſpirits of the people were ſtirred 
up to rebellion in many places, 


And 
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And the friends of James aſſembled an army 


and marched to Preſton: and they were en- 
countered there by the king's forces under the 
command of Wills and Carpenter, and entirely 
defeated. ' 

Foſter alſo, their general, with the lords 
Derwentwater, Witherington, Nithiſdale, Win- 
toun, Kenmure, and many others, were taken 
captive, and committed to the Tower of Lon- 
don; and the heads of ſome were ſmitten off 
on Tower-HHill, but ſome eſcaped. 

The Earl of Marr alſo aſſembled an army in 
Scotland, but he was diſcomfited and put to 
flight by the Duke of Argyle. 

And now the crown of Great Britain began 
to fit firm on the head of king George; his 
virtues alſo began to appear, and thoſe that 
ſpake evil of him were confounded and put to 
ſhame, = 

And behold it came to paſs in theſe days, 
that a ſtrong deluſion was ſent amongſt them, 
and all the people of the land were ſtricken 
with madneſs, 


C 3 They 
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They looked towards the Southern ſea, and 
behold a ſurpriſing bubble aroſe on the ſurface 
of the water; its circumference filled the hr- 
mament of heaven, and its height reached unto 
the clouds. ; 

And in the midſt of the bubble were ſeen 
the appearance of ſumptuous palaces, fine gar- 
dens, gilt chariots, gold, filver, and precious 
ſtones, and whatſoever the heart of man could 
deſire. 

And the people ran together in crowds, ſay- 
ing, We will be rich: we will be all lords and 
princes of the earth. 

Many alſo diſpoſed of their lands and their 
houſes, their goods and their merchandize, their 
plate, their jewels, and their cloaths, in order to 
purchaſe the ſhadows in the bubble. 

Howbeit the deluſion began to abate, and 
whuilit they were looking, lo! the bubble brake, 
and all the gay appearances vaniſhed into ſmoke! 

Then were heard weepings and wailings, 
and bitter lamentations: he whoſe deluſive 


dreams had flattered him with delicious gardens 


and 


1 


and a ſumptuous palace, awakes and finds him- 
ſelf in a wretched garret, or ſweeping thoſe 
walks which he had planted for himſelf: He 
whoſe gilt liveries had glittered in his imagina- 
tion, is compelled for want to wear one him- 
ſelf; and he who fed on veniſon at five guineas 
a haunch, now dines in Pudding-Lane on a 
twopenny chop. 

But woe unto you managers, woe unto you 
jobbers, woe unto you the directors thereof! 
for the miſeries of the land are at your doors; 
the cries of the poor are againſt you; the 
ruin of thouſands compel them to curſe you, 
and the vengeance of heaven ſhall fall heavy 
on your heads, 

Now the reſt of the acts of king George, 
and all that he did, are they not written in the 
books of the chronicles of the kings of Eng- 
land ? 

And George ſlept with his fathers, and was 
buried in his own tomb at Hanover, and George 


his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 
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GEORGE II. 


ND George was forty and four years old 

when he began to reign, and he reigned 

over Britain thirty and four years, and Jus 
mother's name was Soplua, 

And he was a great warrior, and a wiſe po- 
litician. By the wiſdom of his miniſters, the 
courage of his generals, and the bravery of his 
admirals, Britain was brought to the higheſt 
pinnacle of her glory. 

In thoſe days her old enemy the king of the 
French ſought to compaſs her about, and to 

place 


©. 
place Charles Edward the Baſtard upon the 


throne; but he was diſcomfited, both he and 
his army, and they were obliged torun to and 
fro, and to hide themſelves in caves by day, 
and diſguiſe themſelves in women's apparel, to 
ſave them from the fury of William of Cum— 
berland and his army. Nevertheleſs many of 
them were taken; and the nobles they beheaded 
on Tower-Hill, but all thoſe of low eſlate 
were hanged on a tree, 

But though their counſels were brought to 
nought, yet was not their enmity againſt Eng- 
land and againſt her king abated; for they ſoon 
after began to encroach upon her provinces, and 
to carry away her ſubjects captive, 

Therefore was the fury of George and the 
nation kindled againſt that deceitful nation, and 
he ſeized her ſhips, and made proclamation of 
war againſt her, 

And appointed William Pitt to be his mi- 
niſter; and the favour of the Lord was with 
William, for whatſoever he deviſed did proſ- 


per, 
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per, and his name filled France with terror, and 
Spain with diſinay, 

The generals that he appointed over the ar. 
mies, and the admirals to whom he gave the 
command of the fleets, obeyed his voice, and 
acquitted themſelves valiantly. 

And all the world was filled with the fame 
of their victories: The cities which they took, 
the iſlands which ſurcendered to their arms, and 
the ſhips which they deſtroyed, ſhall be an en- 
ſample to all future generals and admirals, 

And the reſt of the acts of king George, 
and the fooliſh peace which followed a ſucceſs- 


ful 11 written in the book of 
Smo the hiſtorian. 


And George ſlept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the chapel of Henry the Seventh, and 
George his grandſon reigned in his ſtcad. 


GEORGE III. 


EORGE the Third was twenty and two 

years old when he began to reign, and 

his father's name was Frederick Prince of 
Wales. 

He was a good and virtuous prince, and 
went not a whoring after ſtrange women; but 
did that which is right in the ſight of the Lord, 
by taking unto himſelf a wife, h 

And ſhe was adorned with that which ſur- 
paſſeth jewels and rubies; ſhe cloathed herſelf 
with virtue as with a garment, and from the 
poor and needy {he turned not away. 


And 
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And George loved her above all women, 
an they begat many ſons and daughters; fo 
that from the days of Noah even unto this day, 
no hing had fo great a family, and wherewithal 
ſo comely to look upon. 

And it came to paſs that George diſmiſſed 
the wife men in whom his grandfather conhded 
and preferred the council of a Scotchman; and 
put miniſters over the people who laid grievous 
obnoxious taxes upon them; and becauſe they 
murmured, therefore ſought they the more 
grizvoully to vex them. Some they put in pri- 
fon, others were puniſhed with heavy fines; 
and the laws and liberties of the kingdom they 
ſought utterly to change: wherefore the wrath 
of the nation was ſtirred up, and there was 
great and violent murmurings againſt them, 
And many provinces, even all America, raiſed 
up the ſtandard of rebellion; and after Jong 
wars, wherein the hands of ſons were raiſed 
againſt their fathers, and fathers againſt ſons, 
the arms of the Americans prevailed; and they 
became a ſeparate ſtate. Then theſe wicked 


miniſters 
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miniflers were turned from their places, and 
others put in their lead, who called themſelves 
the Coalition; nevertheleſs they changed not 
their meaſures, but ſought to exalt themſelves 
both againſt the king and his ſubjects; and to 
ſtrengthen themſelves they called to their aſſiſ- 
tance thoſe wicked miniſters whom they had 
formerly bitterly condemned, ſaying, We 
& ſhall divide the ſpoil, we ſhall poſſeſs all the 
& poſts and penſions, and none {hall be able 
6 to pluck them out of our hands.“ 

But the council of the wicked did not ſtand; 
for William Pitt, the ſon of that William 
whom all Britam before did honour, raifed up 
his voice againſt them and prevailed ; for both 
the king and the people clave unto him, and 
they brake the yoke which theſe wicked miniſ- 
ters had made to bind all the land, and the king 
baniſhed them from all poſts for ever. 

After thoſe days a great and wonderful mad- 
neſs broke out among a people in France; fo 
wonderful was it, that from being worlhuppers 
of kings, they became in the twinkling of an 
eye 
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eye king killers and queen murderers. And 
all chat had the blood of royalty in their veins 
they did cruelly deſtroy. 

So great was the deſtruttion throughout the 
land, that many thouſand guillotines could not 
clear the priſons of their innocent victims: 
wherefore they drowned them in hundreds, and 


butchered them in thouſands; and he who could 


invent the moſt ſpeedy method to deſtroy the 


human race, was accounted worthy of all ho- 
nour. 

And every good man, and every virtuous 
woman, were obliged to fly out ef the land, or 
to hide themſelves in rocks and caves from the 
fury of Roberſpierre, and the infernal monſters 
with whom he overſpread the land. 

And they made the houſe of God a repoſi- 
tory for the engines of their deſtruction, and 
baniſhed all prieſts and religion from the land; 
and ſet up a whore in its ſtead, to whom they 
gave the name of Liberty and Equality. 

And many were drunk to madneſs with her 


abominations, and ſaid, we will exalt her 
through 
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through all kingdoms of the earth ; their kings 
will we bind in chains, and their princes with 
fetters of iron. And they ſought out the moſt 
wicked men they could find, and ſent them 
through all the earth, to pollute it with the 
poiſon of their words, and to get all men to 
worſhip the whore whom they ſet up. 

And many of them came into England, and 
with their ſorceries beguiled many ſhallow and 
fooliſh men; eſpecially a ſtay-maker whoſe 
name was Thomas Paine, 

And they made Thomas their apoſtle in 
Britain, and he began to exhort all men to re- 
bellion, by telling them they were galled wuh 
tyranny and loaded with taxes; ſaying, * Come 
* unto us all ye who are laden with crimes and 
& debts, hearken unto us, and we will gorge 
« you with fat things. The rich biſhopricks, 
6 the fat livings of the prieſts, the great eſlates 
“ of the nobles, and the full coflers of the 
& merchants and tradeſmen of London, &c. 


6 ſhall be divided among you, for LIBER V 
4 AND 


I 186 ] 


« axp Fqovality ſhall be eſtabliſhed 


throughout the land.” 


And rogues and vagabonds opened their cars * 


and liſtened to his words; and they began to 
make pikes and daggers, and other inſtruments 
of war, and appointed them captains of fifties 
and captains of hundreds to train them to arms, 

And fear began to ſpread itſelf among all 
good men and peaceable citizens, and fleep al- 
moſt departed from their eyes, becauſe of the 
horror of the pikes and daggers. - 

But one Edmund Burke, a ſeer, being en- 
dued with wiſdom and knowledge, made pro- 
clamation to the king, to his miniſters, and to 
all the people, ſaying, * Rouſe ye, rouſe ye, 


+ Britons and fellow-ſubjetts! rouſe ye from 


& your lethargy before ye be utterly deſtroyed! 
* even as the people of France are at thus day. 
& A legion of devils are come over, their 
&« eyes are already glutted wich your fat livings 
& and fair eſtates, and except ye exert your- 
6 ſelves, and baniſh them from the land, their 
& daggers will drink your blood, and the 

blood 
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& blood of your ſons and daughters, and leave 


6 you neither root nor branch.“ 

And all wiſe men hearkened unto his word, 
and William Pitt and other miniſters of the 
king followed His council; and they baniſhed 
Thomas Paine their apoſtle out of the land, and 
ſome of his followers they put in priſon, ſome 
they ſent to Botany Bay, and ſome they hang- 
ed on a tree, 

And of the other acts and occurrences of 
his reign ; how a certain claſs of men, who 
called themſelves reformers and patriots, were 
conſtantly preaching up reforms and changes, 
and prophecying deſtruction and ruin under the 
adminiſtration of William Pitt, to get him out, 
and themſelves in, and of the padlocks that 
were clapped on their mouths, &c. &c. are 
they not recorded in the hiſtory of Belſham, 
(and other hiſtorians of a day,) and circulated 
by the Correſponding Society, Howbeit in 
them there are many things recorded which we 
ought not to credit, becaule they wrote theſe 

11 things 
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things to pleaſe a party, and not to record the 
truth. | 

He that is wiſe let him reſrain from treaſon, 
and his mouth from ſpeaking ſeditious words 
then {hall he dwell in ſafety, and his ſecd aſter 
him. . 

But he that 1s fooliſh and obſlinate, that 
plotteth miſchief againſt his king and country, 
to kindle the flames of war in our boſoms, 
Botany Bay will be his dwelling * or the 
New Drop his portion. 

And behold the ſcepter continueth in 
George's hand, the crown 1s alſo on his head; 
and he ſitteth on the throne of his majeſty unto 
this day. 

Where that he may long continue, let us 
pray, That his miniſters be juſt, and his coun- 
ſellors be wiſe, and his captains courageous ; 19 
ſhall he become the terror of France, and the 
wonder of Europe. | 

Take away the wicked from before the indi 
and his throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in righte- 


ouſneſs. 
Then 
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Then we will come before his preſence with 


thankſgiving, and enter into his court with 
praiſe; we will be thankful unto him, and ſpeak 
goud of his name. 


And now behold theſe are the names of the 


| kings of England, and theſe are their gene- 


rations, 
Royal Genealogies. 

George the Third, was the grandſon of 
George the Second, who was the fon of 
George the Firſt, who was the couſin of Anne, 
who was the ſiſter-in-law of William the Third, 
who was the ſon-in-law of James the Second, 
who was the brother of Charles the Second, 
who was the ſon of Charles the Firſt, who 
was the ſon of James the Firſt, who was the 
couſin of Elizabeth, who was the ſiſter of Mary, 
who was the ſiſter of Edward the Sixth, who 
was the ſon of Henry the Eighth, who was 
the ſon of Henry the Seventh, who was the 
couſin of Richard the Third, who was the 
uncle of Edward the Fifth, who was the ſon 
of Edward the Fourth, who was the couſin of 

Henry 
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Henry the Sixth, who was the ſon of Henry | «+ 
the Fifth, who was the ſon of Henry the 
Fourth, who was the couſin of Richard the 
Second, who was the grandſon of Edward the 
Third, who was the ſon of Edward the Second, 
who was the ſon of Edward the Firſt, who 
who was the. fon of Henry the Third, who 


was the ſon of John, who was the brother of ? | 


„ 


0 Richard the Firſt, who was the ſon of Henry 
the Second, who was the* couſin of Stephen, 
| who was the couſin of Henry the Firſt, who ; 


was the brother of William Rufus, who was 
the ſon of William the Conqueror, who was 
the ſon of a Whore, | * 

Thus endeth the chronicles of the KINGS _ 
of ENGLAND. 
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